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INTRODUCTION, 


— 


i 


N the multiplicity of original documents re- 
ſpecting India, care has been taken, from 
time to time, to ſelect for publication ſuch pa- 
pers as moſt directly applied to the reſpective I 
ſubjects under immediate inveſtigation. 


The following Report * contains a clear and | 
ſuccinct narrative of that part of Mr. Hat | 
tings' s conduct, which! it is generally underſtood | 
will be the next inquired _—_ in the approxchs | 
ing ſeflion, 1 


Many reaſons concur to render the diſcuſſion 4 
of that Charge moſt intereſting and important. 
The two caſes; namely, that of Benares, already. 
determined, and that of the Reſumption of the 
A 3 0 Jaghires, 


* Now firſt publiſhed from the parliamentary copy. 


{4.3 
Faghires, which is next to be agitated, are fo in 
timately connected, that it is ſcarcely poſſible to 
ſuppoſe Mr. Pitt will defend the latter, having 
already condemned the former; but the deſperate 
violence with which the Partiſans on the other 
fide menace the overthrow of whatever Mini- 
Ker deſerts them on that queſtion, will undoubt- 
ediy break the Houſe of Commons into a variety 
of diſcordant parties ; fo that it is far from impoſ- 
| fible but this great cafe will ultimately be de- 
eided by the independant part of the Houſe, on 
the alual merits of the cauſe. Under theſe 
& circumſtances, it behoves every generous and ſpi- 
| rited mind to inveſtigate the evidence with more 
than uſual activity. 5 
The Report now publiſhed for that purpoſe, 
ſtates the Reſumption of the Jaghires to have 
been a meaſure ſuddenly taken up, on the failure 
of the expected reſources from Benares. It repre- 
ſents the accuſations againſt the devoted families 
not to have been invented, till after the fatal 
etence againſt them had final ly paſſed. It de- 
ſcribes the vindictive incitements urged by Mr. 
Hattings to ſtimulate the Nabob 'of Oude to 


the. perſecution of his parents, contrary to the 
pledged 


* 


| fi hk 
pledged faith of this nation, to ſupport and 


guarantee their protection. It relates the de- 
plorable ſituation of theſe unfortunate Wo- 


men, who, immured by law: and cuſtom, 
ſecluded from all poſſible connection with 
political concerns, were, notwithſtanding, to ru 
from their retirements, and expoſed to in- 
ſult and outrage, on anonymous and contradic- 


tory accuſations ; and debarred from every ho- 


nour and every decency due to their rank, their 


elevated birth, and their ſex. It exhibits alſo, 
a degradation of a very different kind, and one 
which (if ſubſtantiated). calls aloud for exem- 
plary puniſhment. An Officer of high rank in In- 
dia in the novel capacity of a Factor of Accuſa- 
tions, poſting through Aſia to collect Affidavits In 
ſhort, there are the ſame leading features in the 
| Benares and the Begum Charges—the ſame ſpirit / 
of gigantic oppreſſion, of arbitrary coercion, of 
cool and callous ſeverity, of inſolent and imperious 
contumely, equally pervade and characteriſe 
both of theſe diſgraceful tranſactions; but in 
the latter our national honour is ſullied by a | 
direct and daring violation of Public Faith, on 
which laſt ground the peculiar expediency of 
national exoneration from that baſeſt offence, may ; 
at 


[ iv ] 


at this particular criſis appear moſt indiſpenſibly 


*. 


neceſſary; unleſs while we are boaſting of new 

leagues of peace and commerce, we think it 

|, prudent that in every ſenſe the negociation of 

| Compacts ſhould commence and proceed by ſelec- 

tions of private treachery, and ſanctions to public 
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FROM THE 
SELECT C > © MMIT TEE. 


) Appointed to take into Conſi deration the state 
of the Adminiſtratien of Juſtice 3 in the Pro- | 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, and to 
report the ſame, as it ſhall appear to them, 
to the Houſe, with their Obſervations there- 

upon; and who were inſtructed to conſider 
how the Britiſh Poſſeſſions in the Eaſt Indies 

may be held and governed with the greateſt 
Security and Advantage to this Country, and 
by what Means the Happineſs of the Native 
Inhabitants may be beſt e Ne 


HE Houſe having, in the laſt Seſſion of Parlia- | 


ſtrict obſervance of treaties with Indian powers, your. 
Committee have brought before the Houſe in this 
Seſſion, more than one inſtance of the breach of public 
faith, The Governor General of Bengal appears to 

| B | | have 


ment, paſſed ſundry reſolutions relative to the . 


1 


T +] 


have acted on principles very oppoſite to the ſenſe of 
this Houſe, when they declare © That the maintenance 
te of an inviolable character for moderation, good faith, 
te and ſcrupulous regard to treaty, ought to have been 
e the ſimple grounds on which the Britiſh Govern- 
ce ments ſhould have endeayoured to eſtabliſh an in- 
« fluence, ſuperior to that of other Europeans, over 
te the minds of the native powers in India; and that 
« the danger and diſcredit ariſing from the forfeiture 


c of this pre-eminence could not be compenſated by 


ce the temporary ſucceſs, of any plan of violence or 
t « injuſtice.” 15 

With ſuch a blusen before them, your Com- 
mittee conſidered it as their indiſpenſable duty, to 
enter into an inveſtigation of the cauſes aſſigned by the 


Governor General for a breach of the public faith of 
the Company, pledged by him and the Council General 


in the moſt ſolemn manner, for the protection of the 
widow of the late Vizier Sujah Dowlah, a woman of 
che firſt diſtinction, by birth and rank, in the empire 


of Hindoſtan. 5 


It appears to your 8 at; in the year 1 1775 | 
the Begum or widow of the late Vizir Sujah Dowlah, | 
and who is the mother of the preſent Vizier Azoph ul 
Dowlah, having great reaſon to be diſſatisfied with the | 
conduct of her Son towards her, applied to the Council | 
General of Calcutta for protection. 

The following extract from her letter to the Go- 
vernor General, is worthy of remark : © I went to the 
«© Nabob when the hour of his death approached, and | 


« aſked him to whoſe charge ke left me? he replied, | | 
Apply to Mr. Haſtings whenever you have occaſion 


for aſſiſtance; he will befriend you when J am no 
85 more 


Col 


„ more, and will comply with whatever you may de- 


ce fire of him.” 

The negociation was concluded * che Begun agree- 
ing to releaſe her Son from all claims upon account af 
a ſum of near J. 290,000, which ſhe had already ad- 


Vvanced to enable him to diſcharge the arrears of his 


army, and to fulfil his engagements ro the Engliſh 
Company; and ſhe alſo engaged, in compliance with 
the ſolicitations of the Engliſh Reſident and the 
Nabob's Miniſters, 'to make a further advance of 


. 340,000, to be applied to the exigences of the State 


(of which the Company's demand was the principal) 
on condition that ſhe ſhould be guaranteed by the Com- 


pany in the full and quiet enjoyment of her eſtates, 


effects, and jaghires; that no further demands of mo- 


ney, on any pretence whatſoever, ſhould again be made 
on her; and that, if ſhe thought it neceſſary to quit 


the dominions of her Son, and to go on a pilgrimage, 
ſhe ſhould have liberty to leave her jaghires under the 
charge of whomſoever ſhe pleaſed, and the perſon bo; 


left was to receive aſſiſtance and protection. 


To theſe terms her Son the Vizier aceeded by a 
formal agreement, ſanctified by an oath. The Begum, 


performed her part by paying the money, and the 
Council General of Bengal guaranteed the due oy 
ſervance of this Family Compact. 


The public faith of the nation being thus brad 
pledged for the protection of the eſtates, effects, and 


Jaghires of the Begum, ſhe continued to reſide, under 
that protection, at her Palace at Fyzabad, in the Pro- 
vince of Oude, until the 1 ath of January 1782. Not 
indeed in the unmoleſted enjoyment of her rights; for . ? 


your Committee obſerve, that ſo early as January 1778, 


the Engliſh Reſident, Mr. Middleton, makes very 


B OI | 3 


[ 4 ] 
ſtrong repreſentations to the Governor General and 
Council, of the Vizier's treatment of his grandmother. 
She complained to the Reſident of his behaviour to her 
in very ſtrong and pointed terms, and felt ſo much diſ- 
| quiet from it, that ſhe determined imme diately to carry 
|} into execution a deſign, which ſhe had formed ſome 
4 years fince, of performing a pilgrimage to Mecca. She 
had taken final leave of the Vizier's family, and the 24th 
of that month had been fixed for her departure. Mr, 
Middleton prevailed on her to ſuſpend her reſolution 
for three weeks, and to deliver to him a writing, the 
| ſubſtance of her expectation from the Vizier, and of 
i the ſervices which ſhe expected from himſelf. Having 
received theſe papers, he, tranſmitted them immediately | 
to Calcutta, with his own remarks upon them; and {| 
he ſtrongly repreſented to the Board, the neceſſity of 
an immediate exertion of their influence to protect the 
grandmother in whatever they may conlider as her 
rights. 1 | 
Your Committee POWER that on the 3d of F ebruary 
following, Mr. Middleton writes to the Council, that 
he had received a long letter from the Bow Begum, 
mother of the Vizier, in which ſhe demands the pro- 
teftion of the Britiſh Government, to reſtore and con- 
firm her rights. She makes this claim by virtue of the 
treaty ſubſiſting betwixt the Vizir and her, of which 
the Engliſh were guarantee; ſhe tranſmits him not 
only a copy of that treaty, but a particular account of 
her ſeveral claims and requiſitions. Theſe papers the 
Reſident alſo tranſmits to the Governor General and 
Council, with his own obſervations on each article. 
It is neceſſary that your Committee ſhould remark, 

that. neither the claims and requiſitions, or the Re- 
555 | | ſident's 


{839 


fident's obſervations, are to be found at the India 1 
Houſe. 


He writes in the above letter, that as moſt of theſe 
claims were expreſſed in the Treaty before mentioned, 
he did not ſuppoſe the Nabob would have heſitated to 
have complied with them, and therefore did not think 
it neceſſary to take up the attention of the Board on a 
matter which had been fo particularly diſcuſſed. ang. 
ſettled, and which, after ſuch ſolemn engagements on 


the part of the Nabob, the Council would hardly ex- 


pe& could at this time become a ſubje& of diſpute, 
He adds, that the Vizier, however, has declined com- 


plying with them. 


Tour Committee 28 that the Ca Cote 
on the 23d of March, 1778, took under their con- 


ſideration the ſeveral letters of the Reſident, concern 
ing the. Vizier's treatment of his mother and grand- 
mother; and your Committe think it their indiſpenſa- 
ble duty to ſtate at large to the Houſe, what were the 


ſentiments of the Council General, then conſiſting of 


Mr. Haſtings, Mr, Barwell, Mr, Francis, and Mr. 


Wheler, not only of the Vizier's treatment of ghe two 


Begums, but of the degree of protection which it was 


their duty to extend to them. 1 
In a letter to the Reſident, Mr. Middleton, they 
write, | f 4 
« We have a0 conſidered your letters of the 2 5th 


* and 27th January, and ad and: 3d February, on the 
"2 ſubject of the complaints and requiſitions of” che old 
gegum and Bow Begum. 


« We can have no right to interfere Vere Bs the 


« Vizier and his relations or ſubjects, for the redreſs - f 


© of any grievances which they may ſuſtain from him, 
« except. by remonktrance, or in caſes that x we ſhould } 
et deem © 1 


% 


ce 


(c 


.cc 


4c 
e 
cc 


cc 


ec 


cc 


. h 8 the Nabod”. $ dominions. 10 


TS 
deem of a nature ſo groſs and enormous as to caſt a 
reproach on the Company, and to involve and affect 
the dignity of the Britiſh name, by withdrawing 
ourſelves from ſuch a diſhonourable connection; we 
mult therefore decline giving you authority at pre- 
ſent to inſiſt on the Nabob's immediate reſtitution 
of the property claimed by the old Begum, and by 
the family of the Nabob Sheer Jung, deceaſed ; but 


as we approve of the means you have taken to con- 


ciliate the differences that have ariſen with the for- 
mer, and diſſuade the Nabob from the act of op- 
preſſion which he intended to commit on the eſtate 
of the latter, we defire you will repeat your remon- 


e frances to the Vizier on both theſe points, in the 


name of this Government; "repreſenting to him the 
conſequences of ſuch an arbitrary proceeding ; the re- 


proach to which his honour aud reputation, as well as 


ours, from being connected with him, will be expoſed 
by ſuch atts of cruelty and injuftice ; and the right 
which we derive from the nature of our alliance with 
bim, to expect that be will pay a _ ence to our 
remonſtrances. 

« Tf he ſhall perſiſt in his refuſal, * this, to agree | 
to any reaſonable terms, you are to take no further 


Reps till you have adviſed us thereof, and of every 


circumſtance attending it, that we may give you our 


final orders for your guidance. 


« Having given the old Begum ſuch a proof of our 
defire to aſſiſt her, and to obtain fecurity for her in 


her preſent ſituation, we hope ſhe will be ſatisfied 


to continue where ſhe is, as we can by no means 
encourage her wiſh % remove with che herfonal 


„Wich 


%F 


+ 3588 
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„ 
cc With reſpect to the Bow Begum, her grievances 3 
« come before us on a very different footing: Sbe is 
« entitled to our protection by an At, not ſought by un, 
ce hut ſolicited by the Nabob 'himſelf, and granted in 
« compliance with his and her requeſt ; we therefore im- 
« power and direct you to afford your ſupport and pro- 
« teftion to ber, in the due maintenance of all the ri lr 
& ſhe poſſeſſi in virtue of the Treaty executed between 
& her and her Son, under the guarantee of the Company; 
« and againſt every attempt that. may be, directiy or in- 


[In directly, made to infringe them: At the ſame time that 


« we recommend the greateſt delicacy to you in every 
cc caſe of this nature, we defire that you will att with * 
« firmneſs and Es and, as: 4 as wn: can, wn 
(c een ” 'S : | | 
As there does not appear EG che, —_ at 15 
India Houſe, any anſwer from Mr. Middleton to this 
letter, nor that any further proceedings were held at 
that time on this ſubject, your Committee are inclinet 


- to ſuppoſe, that the repreſentations of the Council 


General then e their e effect a on x the: mind 
of the Vizier. | 
It appears that in May, oh 3. wen 105 Goveragh 
General had reſolved to proceed from Calcutta to Be- 
nares and the Vizier's Court, the Council General con- 


ſiſted of himſelf and Mr. Wheler, Sir Eyre Coote the 


Commander in Chief being abſent on ſervice. 

The powers granted to the Governor Genera by the 
Council, in July 1781, are entered at large in the 
Appendix to the Supplement of the ad Report, with 


the obſervations that it was a delegation of authority 
beyond all precedent. The Governor General ſoon 


after left Calcutta, and Fan to Benares. 


3 


ES 

In the laſt Seſſion of Parliament your Committee laid 
before the Houſe,” a report on the expulſion of Cheyt 
Sing, Rajah of Benares and Gazipoor, from his territo- 
ries ; and it has been ſtated, that ſince this report was 
made, that the Governor General had tranſmitted a 
Narrative, containing his defence of that meaſure.— 
The Supplement to the Second Report contains the 
obſervations of your Committee upon tha; Narrative, 
ſo far as regards the ſuppoſed miſconduct or criminality 
of Cheyt Sing, and the Governor General's _ 
F ings thereon. 
| It appears to your Chimie, that as of th 
reaſons aſſigned by the Governor General in that Nar- 
rative, for his conduct towards Cheyt Sing, ſeems to 

have operated with equal force on his mind, when he 
carried into execution thoſe very extraordinary meaſures 
which he had planned againſt the Begums. 

For the Governor General in his N arrative ſays; 
« That he was determined to draw from the guilt of 
te the Rajah, the means of relief to the Company's 
« diſtreſſes, and to exact a penalty which he was con- 
« yinced the Rajah was very well able to bear, from 
& a fund which he was alſo convinced the Rajah had 

« deftined for purpoſes of the moſt dangerous ten- 

te dency to the Company's dominions.“ He con- 

« cludes, © In a word I had determined to make him 

ce pay largely for his pardon, or to exact a ee ven- 

« geance for his paſt delinquency.” 
| In another part of his Narrative be thus writes, <1 FF 
= © will ſuppoſe for a moment that I have erred, that 1 | 
have ated with an unwarranted rigour towards 
Cheyt Sing, and even with injuſtice :—Let my mo- 2 

te tive be conſulted ; I left Calcutta impreſſed with a ä „ 


belief that extraordinary means are neceſſary, and 
« thola 


XZ < neral's departure from Calcutta, the conduct of 


2 © intended to purſue towards hin. 


« if Cheyt Sing refuſed. to comply with this requiſi-- 


" © xreature.: depoſited | in * the 8 22 ſum for the 


KN 
er thoſe exerted with a ſtrong hand, to preſerve the 
« Company's intereſt from ſinking under the accumu- 
cc lated weight which oppreſſed them; I ſaw a political 
cc neceſſity for curbing the overgrown power of a great 
« member of their dominion; and for making it Coles 
< tribute to the relief of their preſſing exigencies,” :-» 

When the Governor General entreated Mr. Wheler 
to give his formal and circumſtantial atteſtation to a 
converſation which paſſed between them on the eve of: | 
his departure from Calcutta to Benares, Mr. Wheler 
c made the following minute in Council: *I well 
© remember, that on the eve of the Governor Ge- 


ce Cheyt Sing, late Rajah of Benares, was a principal 
ec ſubject of a confidential diſcourſe between us; that 
cc he beſpoke my ſupport of the meaſures which ny : 


« The Rajah's offences were declared to reqtire-s an 
« early puniſhment; and as his wealth was great, and 
ce the Company's exigencies preſſing, it 'was thought 
« a meaſure of policy and juſtice to exact from him a 
ce large pecuniary mulct for their relief. The ſum ta 
«© which the Governor declared his reſolution to ex- 
ce tend this fine, was forty or fifty lacks: His ability” 
ce to pay it was ſtated as a fact that would not admit 
« of a doubt; and the two alternatives on which the 
© Governor General declared himſelf to have reſolved, 


e tion, were, to the beſt of my remembrance, either 
«. a removal from his Zerpindary entirely; or, bx 
te taking peſſeſnon of his forts, to obtain, out of the 


5 ee 5 
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It has been ſtated, that the Rajah of Benares having 
been put under an arreſt by the Governor General, and 
having eſcaped from that arr*ſt, ſought for ſecurity in 
his fortreſſes; purfued thither by the Company's 
troops, he was obliged to quit his ſtrong holds, to 
abandon his dominions, and ſeek protection * the 
Maratta Chief, Madajee Scindia. 

The Governor General ſtates, that Rajah Cheyt 
Sing carried a conſiderable part of his treaſure with 
him; the remainder was depoſited in his fortreſs of 
Bidjegur; and when this place ſurrendered upon 
articles of capitulation to the Company's troops, the 
© treaſure found there was claimed by wr . as 
their right. 

The Governor General found kimfelf Appel 
in his expectations of drawing relief to the Company's 
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of exacting a penalty of forty or fifty lacks of 'rupees, | 
as a pecuniary mulct, from Cheyt Sing; and that al- 
though in poſſeſſion of his forts, he had bur little au- 
thority over the property found in them; for the 
officers'on this ſervice, authorized, as they conceived, 

by two letters from the Governor General to their 
Commanding. Officer, Major Popham, made an im- 
mediate diviſion of prize money amongſt that detach-' 
ment of the army who were actually employed in the 
reduction of Bidjegur. The Governor General was 
then at Chunargur, which is only one day's poſt-from 
Bidjegur. As ſoon as he had received advice of the 
= diviſion of the treaſure, he wrote to Major Popham a. 
= third letter; in which, notwithſtanding the poſitive 
= declaration of the right of the captors in his former 
| © 24 ihe yet in this he ſtates, that * by Charters and 
5 | 5 ec Acts 
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diſtreſſes; for he diſcovered that he had not the means f 


ER omg Ss . A a 1 Gs. 


* Acts of Parliament the ſole right to all conqueſts 
c and captures made by the Company's arms, is veſted 
< in the Company.“ Io another part of his letter 
he adds, © beſides, if the actual right was in the 


c army, at a time like this, when the exigencies of 


ce of the Company are ſo great, ſurely they might have 
« expected to have benefited by the immediate uſe of 
cc it as a loan. I had, I muſt own, ſuch confidence 
« in your diſcretion, that 1 did expect, that if the 
< treaſure found in the fort ſhould prove very con- 
ce ſiderable, you would not have proceeded to any 
ce diſtribution of it until you had reported the amount 


4 to the Board, and obtained their ſanction for appro» 
“ priating it to the troops; or at leaſt that you would 


& have reprefented it to me, as I am ſo near you.” 
Your Committee, in order to give the Houſe come 
pleat information on this point, have given full ex- 


tracts from the Governor Generals three letters to 


Major Popham, on the ſubject of Prize Money; and 


they have alſo inſerted extracts from the Governor 
= General's letters to Colonel Champion, who come 


manded the army in Bengal in 1774, on 2 fimilar 


N ſubject. And your Committee cannot avoid remark» 


ing, that the opinion of the Governor General given 


in 1774, and that given in 1781, are directly oppoſite; 


and alſo, that there js not the moſt perfect concord» + 
ance in his ſeveral letters to Major Papham an this 


ſubject. Your Committee have alſo added extracts 
from the proceedings of a Committee of Officers, aſ- 
ſembled on the 11th of November 1781, at Bidjegur, 
for the diſtribution of the money and effects taken in 
that fortreſs; as alſo the proceedings of the Governor 

| General and Council upon the ſame ſubject, after the 


return of Mr, Haſtings to Calcutta, 20 
C2 Tou 


E . 
Your Committee obſerve, that neither the Governor 
General's declaration of an intention to have uſed his 
utmoſt authority and influence to obtain for the troops 
engaged in the ſervice againſt Cheyt Sing, the whole 
booty which might be found in Bidjegur, or other 
places; nor his prediction, that if they perſiſted to 
decide by their own authority, on the claims of the 
captors, they would withdraw the queſtion from their 
own immediate Government, to make it a national 
concern, did prevail on the Officers to refund what 
they had already divided amongſt the detachment, 
amounting to near C. 250,000 ſterling ; but they, con- 
ſented to poſtpone the partition of the remainder until 
| ſome new claims had been decided by a Committee of 
Officers, to fit at Calcutta for that purpoſe. But, 
independent of the Governor General's opinion, which 
they underſtood to be in their favour, they believed, 
that not a doubt exiſted of the validity of their pre- | 
tenſions to whatever was taken (military ſtores e- 
cepted.) | | | 
The expected relief from Cheyt Sing's treaſures 
Having failed ; and the Governor General having de- 
clared, that the Company's intereſt could only be pre- 
ſerved from ſinking under the accumulated weight 
which oppreſſed them, by the exertion, with a ſtrong 
hand, of ſome extraordinary means; he appears to 
have ſelected a new object for this exertion. | 
It does not appear either by a minute delivered in 
Council (the uſual mode of recording opinions) or 
by any previous converſation with Mr. Wheler (as 
happened on the ſubject of Cheyt Sing) that the Go- 
vernor General, before he left Calcutta, had any in- 
tentions to violate the Treaty between the Nabob and 
e his 


+> 
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his mother, of which the Britiſh Government was the 


* „ 


guarantee. 
Your Committee find, that on the 1 ith Septen | 
the Governor General and the Vizier had a meeting 


near Chunar; and that on the 19th September, articles 
of agreement were concluded between them. 


The Governor General has ſtated his own motives 


for acceding to the ſeveral articles of this agreement, 
in a very full and ample manner; but as the ſecond 
article, and the, conſequences which reſulted ſrom car- 


rying that article into execution, are the immediate 


ſubjects of this Report, your Committee have thought 


it proper in this place to inſert the Nabob's repre- 
ſentations, and the Governor General's requiſitions, 
with the ſecond article of the agreement. The Governor 


General's remarks on that article, together with ob- 


jections, that he ſays may be urged, and his own re- 


futation of thoſe objections, are as follow: 


The Nabob Vizier ul Mummalie Aſoph ul Dow- 
« lah, Aſoph Jaw Cawn Behadre, having repeatedly 


and urgently repreſented, that he is unable to ſupport 


the expence of the temporary brigade cavalry and 


* Engliſh. Officers with their battalions, as well as 


<« other gentlemen, who are now paid by him under 


© the denomination of Sebundy, &c. &c. and hav- 
ing made ſundry requeſts to that and other purpoſes, 


« and as the conſtancy and firmneſs of his alliance 


with the Company entitle him to every conſidera- 


ce tion and relief that may depend upon us, I, War- 
« ren Haſtings, Governor General, Imadut Dowlah 
« Jelladit Jung Behadre, &c. &c. on behalf of the 


Governor General and Council, have agreed to the 
c undermentioned articles, this 19th day of Septem- 


ey ber, in the year of Our Lord One Thouſand Seven 
Hundred 


© _— — —— 


«c 


cc 


£c 


A 
* 


þ us 1 


Hundred and Eighty-one, correſponding to the laft 


of Ramgan, 1195 of the Hidjeree. 
« 1ſt, That the temporary brigade and three re- 


giments of cavalry be no longer charged to the | 


Nabob's account for the year Fuſſullee 1189, ex- 


cepting a term of two and an half months, which is 


required for their paſſing the Nabob's boundaries, 
and for which, together with all former arrears, 
their uſua] pay and allowances are to be made good; 
alſo the Engliſh Officens with their Sebundy bat- 


talions and other Gentlemen, excepting the Reſi- 


dent's Office, now upon the Nabob's liſt, be na 
longer at his charge for the year 1189, the arrears 
being paid up, with the addition of two months 
allowances ; The true meaning of this being, that 
no more troops be paid for by the Nabob, than the 
number of European Artillery and Sepoys agreed 


for, under title of One Brigade, with the late 


Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, now paid for at the rate 
of 2,60,000 rupees per month; to which is now to 
be added one regiment of Sepoys of the preſent 


eſtabliſhment, expreſsly allowed for the purpoſe of 


protecting the Office, Treafury, and Perſon of the 


Reſident at Lucknow, the pay and allowances of 


which are to commence from the 1ſt of Auguſt 
next, at the rate of rupees 25,000 per month ; the 
regiment to be relieved every three months; the 
brigade to be ſtationed or moved wherever the 
Nabob ſhall direct, in the mode preſcribed in the 


former Treaty with the Nabob Vizier, deceaſed ; 


and finally, that whenever the Nabob Vizier ſhall 


require a further aid of troops from the Company, 


the pay and allowances ſhall commence from the 


day of their paſſing the Caramnaſſa, 
8 « Alſo 


ec 


ec 


18 } 


| cc Alſo, ſhould the aſſiſtance of the Nabob's troops 
g © be required by the Company, their pay and allow-- 


c ances, as may then be agreed upon, be allowed dur- 
= < ing the term they may ſerve. 

c 2dly, That as great diſtreſs has ariſen to the Na- 
2 « bob's Government from the military power and do- 
2 < minion aſſumed by the Jaghiredars, he may be per- 
emitted to reſume ſuch as he may find neceſſary ; 
Z< with a reſerve; that all ſuch for the amount of whoſe 
3 « jaghires the Company are guarantees, ſhall, in caſe 
cc of the reſumption of their lands, be paid the amount 
of their net collections, through the Reſident, in 
c ready money. 

„ -dly, That as Fyzoolah Khan has, by his breach 
cc of treaty, forfeited the protection of the Engliſh 
Government, and caufes, by. his continuance in his 
preſent independent ſtate, great alarm and detri- 
ment to the Nahob, he be. permitted, when time 
ſhall ſuit, to reſume his lands, and pay him in mo- 
ney, through the Reſident, the amount ſtipulated 
by treaty, after deducting the amount and charges 
of the troops he ſtands engaged to furniſh by 
Treaty; which amount ſhall be paſſed to the ac- 
count of the Company during the continuance of 
the preſent war. 

<« 4thly, That an Engliſh Reſident be td 
to Furruckabad, and the preſent one recalled. 

« 5thly, That the treaties made between the Eng- 
liſh and the Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah be ratified 
between the preſent parties, as far as may be con- 
ſiftent with the abovewritten articles; and that no 


: = © officers, troops, or others, be put upon the Nabob's 
7 © cftabliſhment, excluſive of thoſe herein ſtipulated. 
R (Signed) Warren Haſtings. (L. S.)“ 


The 
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The Gavernor General made the following egal ; 


fition to the. Nabob : 


cc 
cc 
hd 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


« Having, in my behalf, agreed to the requiſitions 
of the Nabob Vizier, without diminution or reſerve, 
I muſt now repeat the requeſt which I before ver- 
bally made to him, that he will be pleaſed to attend 
to ſuch propoſals as I ſhall have to make to him; 
and to theſe I expect his aſſent the more readily, as 
they have, for their ultimate object, his intereſt 4 
alone; that of the Company being no further con- 
cerned than in the influence which they will even- 
tually have in the payment of the debt due from 
the Nabob to the Company. 

« I therefore recommend to him to reduce the great 


number of his Sebundy, and other troops, to re- 


gular and complete eſtabliſhment ; not to be paid / 


© by aſſignments of revenue, but in money from the 


Treaſury, and their number not to exceed the cer- 
tain means of paying them: But as this may be 
difficult, without making a ſeparation of the Nabob's BK 


public and private funds, I further recommend, that 


he receive into his private purſe no more than a 


fixed monthly ſum for the expences of his perſon 
and houſhold ; and that the remainder of the net 


collections to be left in a public Treaſury, under the ] 
management of his public Miniſters, and the inſpec- 
tion of the Reſident, for the diſcharge of his military 


and civil diſburſements. 


This advice is not meant to affect the aſſignments 


60 


ce 


annually, and which muſt be annually renewed for 
the payment of the paſt debt, and the current de- 
mands of the Company.” 
Signed and ſealed by the Nabob accepting and 
promiſing to conform to the above advice. 
Article 


Article 2d. N 
ec T hats as great diltcelh 


e has ariſen to the 
7 © Nabob's Government, from permitting a nums 
Z e ber of rich independent 
power and dominion t eſtates, ſupporting a body 
* aſſumed. by the Jag- 


e from the military 


* hiredars, he be permit 


ted to reſume ſuch as 
be may find neceſlaty ; 
e vith a reſerve, that all 
e ſuch for the amount 
* of whoſe jaghires the 


Company are guaran- 


tees, ſhall, in caſe of 


the reſumption of their 


> © lands, be paid the a- 
e mount of their net col- 
elections, through the 


9 eee in ready 


4 
I 
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Article ad. 


The miſchief to which 
* the Nabob is expoſed, 


« of military tenants, to be 


it maintained in the heart 


te of the country, are of the 


ec ſame nature which we 
« have recently experienced 
e from the enormous wealth 


« and influence of Rajah 
« Cheyt Sing; and in fact 
« the Nabob did experi- 


« ence them alſo, and at 


te the ſame time, and from 
« the ſame cauſes. The 
tt jaghires poſſeſſed by the 
« Begums, have enabled 
« them to give frequent 


_ « diſturbance to the Na- 
« bob's Government; and 


« jt can be well atteſted, 
« that they principally en- 
« cited and ſupported the 


.« fate commotions in Gun. 


« ryckpore, &c. in concert 
« with Cheyt Sing ; and that 
« they carried their inve- 


ec teracy to the Nabob, and 
c to the Engliſh nation, ſa 
e far, as to aim at our ex- 


tirpation. 


TELL 


« tirpation. By 4 di/pof- 
© tion /o malignant, and a 
dc gonduf? ſo offenſive, and 
c even dangerous to our ex- 
4 fence, as have been ma- 


nifeſted by the Begums, 
without the ſmalleſt inju- 


 & yy or provocation on our 
« paris, they have forfeited 
« all claim to that protec- 
© gion which we afforded 
ee them, in exacting from 
« the Nabob, at the time 


« Mr, Briſtow aſſiſted him 


« in, obtaining thirty lacks 
« of rupees from them, on 


, « ment that theſe ladies 


© ſhould enjoy full poſſeſ- 


« ſion of their jaghires un- 


* moleſted, We have a 


right to withdraw this 


. * protection when they are 


de no longer worthy of it, 
* and to provide againſt 


« their machinations by a 


« conceſſion of that pledge 
« which afforded them the 


« means of injuring and 


« diſtreſſing us. 
The Begums will ſuffer 
« no actual loſs by the re- 
« ſumption. of the jaghires, 
«6. cretpe of an influence 


-n * E 


« a promiſe to our Govern- 
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« which they have harr 
. « ably employed to the 
ao moſt pernicious purpoſes, 
_ «againſt one State which 
« conferred, and another 
«< which ſecured and pro- 
© tected them; ſince it is 
- © Ripulated that they ſhall 
receive the amount of the 
1 next collections of them 
i * in money, by the hands 
E of our Reſident. _ 
„ Theſe agreements will 
« apply to the ſituation of 
V all the other Jaghiredars, 
F though they may not to 
their actual conduct or 
F difpolitians; but as we 
& are neither engaged for 
« their poſſeſſians, nor have 
5 « any Immediate connec - 
x tion with them, the Na. 
A bob ſhould be left to the 
« exerciſe of his own au- 
thority and pleaſure re- 

+ 40 9 pecking them.“ 


0 which remarks the Governor General added 
I think it therefore not ſufficient to have diſplayed 
«« the motives of my conduct, and the good which 
10 may reſult from it, but ſhall proceed to ſtate all ts 
« objections which may be made to it, with my anſwes 
« to each. Even this precaution is liable to the pe- 

* culiar RT to the charge of a conciouſneſs at = 
D 2 | 86 error, 


Fe oppoſite, 


1 29 
<0 &xror; too readily anticipating the imputation of it, 
. and implying its exiſtence: And it will be ſaid, on 
te this, as it has been ſaid on a thouſand ſimilar oc- 
1 caſions, that the defects which I have thus ſuppoſed, 
« ruſt have had ſome ground for them, or they would 
a hot haye occurred as ſuch to myſelf, againſt any act 
te of my own, nor excited ſo uncommon an eagerneſs 
te to refute them. To this I reply, that there is no 

< propoſition which the wit of man can deviſe, which 
et the wit of man cannot find plauſible and perhaps even 
ee juſt cauſe to cenſure, by a falſe and partial review 
te of it; and I, of all men, may be allowed to dread 


ec this treatment, aſter having invari jably experienc ed 


F it in every inſtance of my public life. 
f T ſhall proceed, as above, to ſtate the objeftions 
* in one column, and the anſwers to them in the 


15 2 A. | 
. * * * 


« Few e can be te ad. No effects of any 


5 made to the ſecond arti ce additional clamour, ex- 


* "ce: lt may be fggiſted, * cited by the reſumption 

& xt, Thar it will Excite te of the jaghires, could 
rc clamour and diſcontent, te exceed thoſe of their 
*" which, in the Preſent time, * actual defection; and 
* may be dangerous ; and de the Begum herſelf had 

« 2dly, That it will be, * forfeited all pretenſion 
fe in a principle inſtance, a ** te the benefit of the 
7 breach of our faith, which 46 Treaty executed for her | 
«Wig pledged to guarantee a * behalf, by having been 


treaty concluded, through the firſt mover and moſt 
 * the the means of Mr. . actor of "the ſedi 
— V'Briſtow, between the Na- « tion," 
% hob Vizier, and of re- 

« moving all check to his 

* opprefſions,” “ 


= I 


And your Committee find, that by a letter of the 
aAzd September, 1781, the Governor General informs 
Mr. Middleton, the Britiſh Reſident” with the Nabob 
Vizier, © That having entered into certain engage- 
ce ments with the Vizier, tending to relieve his finances 


& of a burthen they were no longer able to ſuſtain, 


«-with ſundry other clauſes, the execution of which 
s was entruſted: to him, he therewith encloſed Fl N 
c of the ſame for his guidance. 
The remarks of the Governor General on [the mills 
Ne to the Begums, and the motives which he 
aſſigns for his conduct, will be conſidered hereafter ; 
in this place the Committee will only obſerve, that to 
form a juſt judgment of the proceedings towards the 
Begums, it will be neceſſary to pay particular atten- 
tion to dates, 
It has been ported by your e that Cheyt 
Sing, Rajah of Benares, was put in arreſt by the A 
yernor General on the 16th day of Auguſt ; and the 
- commotions in the Vizier's country are ſtated to have 
commenced about the '8th day of September. 
Your Committee alſo find a letter from the Governor 
General to Mr. Wheler, on the 11th of September ; 
in which he tells him, © not to doubt of ſpeedy ſuc- 
te ceſs, as the Rajah had made repeated gvertures for 
te peace; leſs humble in terms than inthe mode; but 
dc that he declined to anſwer him, or even to tem 
F porize, for the example was dangerous, and ought, 
ec even with hazard, to be checked in the firſt in- 
ec ſtance,” He concludes this letter with aſſuring him, 
ce that all will end happily.” And on the 18th of 
September he writes, * That the Province of Oude 
& had caught the contagion, but that he ſhould diſe 
66 mile the Nabob in a few . and doubted not but 
cc his 


5 = 


ce his troubles would: ſoon be quelled ;” he adds, 
<« That he gave his ſole attention to the preſent ob- 
cc je& (the reduction of Cheyt Sing) which accome 
cc pliſbed, every other 12 1 % and further 
adds, © Believe no report.“ 

Although it appears that the 1 General 
knew of the commotion. in the Province of Oude on 
the 18th of September, yet he was not then under the 
ſmalleſt apprehenſion for the conſequences; nor does 
his letter of that date from Chunar, to the Council of 
Calcutta, convey any imputation on the conduct of 
the Begums. | 

Several letters appear to 1 been received by the 
Council General of Calcutt, in September, October, 
and November, from the Governor General; yet no 
complaint was yet urged againſt the Begums until 
the aꝛgth of November, when the Governor General 
tranſmitted a copy of the agreement which he had 
entered into with the Vizier on the 19th of n 
ten weeks after he had concluded it. 

The letter from the Governor General to Mr. 
Wheler and Council, of the 2gth September, from 
Benares, renders this ſilence reſpecting the Begums 
ſtill more remarkable. In that letter he mentions hav- 
ing, in various and ſucceſſive letters, informed him of 

lis tranſactions and occurrences which had befallen 
him ſince his departure from Calcutta, eſpecially ſince 
his arrival at that place the 14th of laſt month; that it 
was his intention to employ the firſt hours of his lejſure 
in drawing up a detailed narrative of the latter for his 
information. In the mean time he ſhould continue to 
adviſe him, from time to time, of ſuch circumſtances 
of moment as occur in the courſe of daily buſineſs, 
both for his information, and for the means of abtain- 


ing 
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ing his lentiments upon them for his aſſiſtance and 


guidance. 

The Governor Generals inſtructions from the Comm 
eil General, do not give him any authority to with- 
draw the Company's guarantee from the Begums. 

The public ſafety did not require any inſtant deci- 


don ; for tranquility had been reſtored ſome weeks 
ch December, the date of his letter to 


before the 24 
the Reſident, and which letter impowered him to com- 


mence hoſtilities againſt theſe ladies. Therefore, ac- 
cording to the eſtabliſned rules and cuſtoms of the 


ſervice, and alſo to the declaration, before mentioned, 
of the Governor General, if he had any ſolid grounds 
to impeach the conduct of the Begums, protected by 
our guarantee, before he proceeded to any meaſures 
contraditory to the public engagement, it was his 
duty to have communicated thoſe grounds to the 
Council, not only for their information, but that he 


might receive their inſtructions for his future guidance; 


more eſpecially as Mr. John Mac Pherſon, who had 


been appointed a Member of the Supreme Council 
had arrived at Bengal in the latter end of September, 


1781, and of courſe could not have concurred in the 


wers which were granted to the Sen General 


when he went to Benares. 

Your. Committee obſerve, that, in a letter of the 
29th of November, the Governor General beſtous 
very high encomiums upon the uncommon inſtance of 
fidelity and attachment which the Nabob Vizier had 
recently ſhewn to our Government; and yet .in that 


letter, the conduct af the Begums remains unim- 
peached. Your Committee remark, that the ſecond 


article of that agreement with the Vizier, grants to 
him the gencral power of reſumption of ſuch jaghires 
| as 


_—— 
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as he may find neceſſary, with a proviſo, that thoſe 
jaghiredars who were guaranteed by the Company, 
ſhould receive their net collections from the Reſident ; 
but the jaghires of the Begums are not ſpecifically 
mentioned or deſcribed to be objects on which this 
agreement is to operate, nor are the names of the 
Begums mentioned in it; yet your Committee find, 
that the Governor General, in his remarks upon this 
article, and which accompanied it to Calcutta, now, 
for the firſt time, tranſmits his accuſations againſt thoſe 
ladies; accuſations which contained matter of the moſt 
. ſerious nature. He ſtates, © That they principally - 
excited and ſupported the late commotions in Gur- 
« ruckpore, &c. in concert with Cheyt Sing, and 
« that they carried their inveteracy againſt the Nabob, 
ec their Son and Grandſon, and the i nation, ſo 
« far as to aim at our utter extirpation.” 

But it is worthy of obſcryation, that when the wa 
; 'vernor General wrote theſe remarks, he did not ſtate, 

that the Begums ought to be deprived of their jaghires, 

ut only of the influence which aroſe from having the 
government of theſe diſtricts; and that the Begums would 
ſuffer no actual loſs by the reſumption, except of an in- 
uence which they had invariably employed for the moſt 
pernicious purpoſes, againſt one State which conferred, 
and another which ſecured and protected them, becauſe 

it was ſtipulated, that the amount of the net collections 
ſhould be paid to 852 through our Reſident, in 

ready money. 

Your Committee muſt obſerve, that the agreement 
with the Vizier, concerning the general reſumption of 
jaghires was made on the 19th of September, the 
Vizier being then on a viſit to * Governor General 
at Chunargur- 5 ; 5 

' At 


1 
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5 the rr end of the month he returned aneh 
his capital. The Governor General expected that he 
would immediately have entered into the execution of 
the meaſures neceſſary for the accompliſhment of the 


plan they had mutually agreed upon, and particularly 
the reſumption of the jaghires, as an act equally ne« 


ceſſary to the reſtoration of peace, and to the diſcharge © 


of his debts to the Company; but after having long 
waited, and with much impatience, for this effect, he 
was appriſed by the Reſident, that the Nabob, from 
what cauſe he knows not, had ſhewn a Sreat reluctance 
to enter on this buſineſs. | 

The Governor General had received ſome alarm 
from the delays and difficulties which had atrended this 
buſineſs, and which did not appear to him of a nature 
ſuſceptible of them; he wrote to the Engliſh Reſident, 
in December 1781, to declare to him ſolemnly whether 
he found himſelf competent to carry the Governor Ge- 
neral's inſtructions into execution; if not the Governor 
General intended to proceed to Lucknow, and afford 


the Nabob any perſonal aſſiſtance for carrying them inta 


execut ion. 


The Engliſh Reſident found himſelf fully competent 
to undertake to effect the accompliſhment of all the 
meaſures required by the Governor General's inſtruce 

tions; and that he ſhould immediately march with the 

Nabob to Fyzabad, for the purpoſe of enforcing his 

claims on the Begums, 

Your Committee will now obſerve upon the events ; 

that happened ſubſequent to the agth of November: 
The firſt information which the Governor General 

conveyed to the Council, of the intention to ſeize the 

Begurn's jaghlre, is contained in a copy of his letter to 

the Reſident at Oude, dated the 24th of December, 


T 0 3 
By the advices of the Reſident of the 19th of De- 
cember to the Governor Genera], it is ſtated, That the 
Vizier having appointed an Aumil to take charge of 
the Begum's jaghires ſhe had, it is ſaid, prepared a 
large body of troops, with a ſuppoſed deſign to reſiſt 


him; that ſhe had wrote him (the Reſident) fuch a 


letter as left him no doubt of her intentions to ſupport 
her ſervants in oppoſition to the orders of the Nabob 
(which letter does not appear upon record) and that 
he had therefore made ule of the authority granted him 
by the Governor General in his inſtructions of the 23d 
of September, to ſolicit, in his own and the Vizier's 
name, a regiment of Sepoys from Colonel Morgan, 
who then commanded in that Province, to ſupport the 
Nabob's officers in the execution of his commands. 
The Reſident expreſſes ſome apprehenſion, that he 
ſhould be in want of further aid before the reſumption 
of the jaghires ſhall be fully eſtabliſned, and 2225 
lity reſtored. 

The Governor General judged it improper to expoſe 
2 ſervice of ſuch importance either to the hazard of 


defeat, or the chance of a delay; and, inſtead of one 


regiment, as required by the Reſident, he directed 
Colonel Morgan to detach Sir John Cuming with four 
regiments, and a proper field tra in, in order to ſupport 
the authority of the Vizier, and maintain the tran- 


quillity of his country, by ſuch means as His Excellency 


ſhould direct. He ordered Colonel Morgan alſo to 


hold the reſt of the troops in readinels: for marching at. 


the ſhorteſt notice. 
The Governor General adviſed the Reſidentof having 
ordered this force to aſſiſt the Vizier; but the Reſident 
was apprehenfive that the Vizier would object to the 
movement of ſo large a body of troops into the heart 
; V EPS of 
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of his dominions, without what he would 3 an ade- | 
quate occaſion for it, and aſcribe it to other motives» _ 
which might be productive of conſequences hurtful to 
our connection with him: He requeſted the Governor 
General to ſuſpend the march of Sir John Cuming's 
detachment, with aſſurances, that there was no preſſing 
_ occaſion for the meaſure ; and the march of the detach- | 
ment was countermanded. 

Mr. Middleton, the Reſident, in his letter of the 
13th of January, 1782, ſtates the Nabob's reluctance 
in rather ſtronger terms; he writes, © That finding 
© the temporizing and indeciſive conduct of the Nabob 
« ſeemed to promiſe an iſſue very different from that 
« expected by the Governor General, in his letter of 
ce the 25th of December laſt; and that the only uſe 
de the two leading Eunuchs of the Bhow Begum made 
« of the delay, was, to afſemble and call in armed 
« men from all quarters, that he found himſelf neceſ- 
c fitated to take the moſt immediate and deciſive in- 
cc terference, which the force with him was capable 
« of; and accordingly, having the Nabob's written 
« requiſition, he marched the 23d regiment of Sepoys 
« againſt the Kellah (the reſidence of the Begum) and 
put the Nabob's party in poſſeſſion of” it without 
« bloodſhed.” | 

In this place your Committee muſt obſerve, that the 
Engliſh Reſident, Mr. Middleton, condemns the tem- 
porizing and indeciſive conduct of the Nabob towards 
his own parents; he is apprebenſive that ſuch a conduct 
would produce an iſſue very different from that which 
was expected by the Governor General ; he therefore ob- 
tains from the Nabob a written requiſition, and pro- 


ceeds to act with inſtant deciſion, 
"Me Yr How 


£ 4 } 
He ow far a written requif cries fram the Nabob of 


Oude can be conſidered as an authority to juſtify ſuch 
tranſactions, will appear by conſulting the letter of in- 


ſtructions from the Governor General to the Reſident, 
Jug of the 23d of September, 1781. In that letter the 


Governor General aſſumes the command of the Nabob's 
Treaſury, controls his receipts and expenditures ; ap- 
points the forms and manner of receipts and iſſues; 
limits the Nabob's perfonal expences; gives the ſole 
management and control to the Nabob's Miniſter, 
with the concurrence of the Reſident ; direfts what 
troops are to be reformed, and in what manner the 
Nabob's army is to be paid in future; grants to the 
Reſident a power to remonſtrate againſt the appoint- 
ment of any Commanders of the Nabob's army, that 
he (the Reſident) ſhould think proper, or of known 
diſaffection to our Government, with an authority to 
oppoſe all ſuch appointments of the Nabob, ſhould he 
perſiſt in making them, 
Your Committee particularly wiſh to draw the atten- 
tion of the Houſe to this obſervation, that a written re- 
quiſition from the Vizier ought not to be conſidered 
in the leaſt degree as a ſanction to any meaſure purſued 
by the Governor General; for the name and authority 
of the Vizier appears to be made uſe of by him, ac- 
cording as it ſhall happen to ſuit the particular object 
to which he intends to apply it. For, 

When the Vizier refuſed to grant aſſignments for the 
expence of the temporary brigade employed in his 
country, and which he conſiders not only as uſeleſs to 
his Government, but the cauſe of much loſs both in 
the revenue and cuſtoms; and when he alſo refuſes to 
pay the detached bodies of troops under other European 
officers, who, he ſays, bring nothing but confuſion to 
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the affairs of Government, and are entirely their own : 


maſters : When he pleads the great encreaſe of his ex: I 
pences, and the deficiences which have ariſen in the 


revenue, particularly from the exceſſive drought of the 
ſeaſon, and ſome other cauſes.; and when he deſires to 


. be relieved from the burthen of theſe troops; Tour 


Committee obſerve, that the Governor General on 


© theſe occaſions conſiders the Vizier Aſoph ul Dowlah 


as a dependant ; and fo far from complying with his 
requeſt, to relieve him from theſe burthens, the pay- 


ment of a foreign army ſtationed throughout his coun- 


try, and not obedient to his orders, he writes to him, 


and requeſts that he will attend to the repreſentations 
of Mr. Purling, the Reſident at Oude; who is ordered 


again to apply to him, in the name of the Government 
of Calcutta, for aſſignments for the neceſſary diſburſe- ? 


ments of the current year. The Governor General 


adds, That notwithſtanding the failure in the harveſt 
cc has occaſioned a diminution of revenues, yet, with 
ceconomy and attention, he is perſuaded that there will 
be ſufficient to anſwer every ſervice required; and that 
he hopes the Vizier will chearfully comply with the 


demand which Mr, Purling is ordered to make. At 


all events, the defence of his country is the firſt object 
to be attended to, and the regular payment of a well 
diſciplined body of troops is neceſſary to that end.“ 
To which the Governor General adds, „ that the 


. * Vizier's engagements with the Company are of ſuc 


« a nature, as obliges him to require and infiſk on thei 
ce Vizier's granting tuncaws (or aſſignments) to tha 
te full amount of their demands upon him for the current 
ce year, and upen his reſerving funds ſufficient to anſwer 
66 , even ſbould he deficiency of the revenues compel 
bin 
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& Bim to leave his own troops unprovided for, or even ta 
er diſpand a part of them to enable him to effect it.“ 

And your Committee muſt obſerve, that in the pro- 
ceedings of the Council, 15th December 1779, the 
Governor General has ſtated, that the Vizier even- 
tually and neceſſarily became a vaſſal to the Com- 
Pup. | 
This letter to the er and his inſtructions to Mr. 

Middleton of the 23d of September 1781, are confir- 

mations that he conſiders the Vizier in a ſtate of vaſ- 

ſalage, and treats him accordingly. 4 

But when a general reſumption of jaghires is the 

object of deliberation, the Vizier is introduced , 

z requeſt to the Governor General for that purpoſe } 

and then we find it declared by the Governor Gene- 

ral, that the Vizier's conſtancy, and the firmneſs of 
his alliance with the Company, entitle him to every 


* conſideration and relief. 
And when the Governor General determined to 


remove Mr. Briſtow a ſecond time from his appoint- 
1 ment as Reſident at the court of Oude, your Committee 
il find the Vizier's name is brought forward; and a letter 
. 
[| 


from him to the Governor General is made the foun- 
dation of a meaſure of difobedience and contempt of 
the orders of the Court of Directors, He writes to the 
Governor General, complains of Mr. Briſtow, and con- 
cludes his letter with theſe words, © For God's fake do 
not be unfavourable to me in this matter, but recall 
e Mr. Jobn Briſtow from hence, and grant to me a writ- 
ee ten agreement, ſpecifying that Mr. Middleton ſhall be 
* continued for ever with me ; and to prevent his applying 
* to Europe, ſend me, if you think proper, the draft of 
K Letters which T may write to the King, the Vizier, and 


* the Chiefs of the Company; and do you alſo write— 
“ From 
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te From your favour and kindneſs let this be done 
cc without delay.” 

In conſequence of this letter, Mr. Briſtow, 1 had 
been nominated to that ſtation by the poſitive orders of 
the Court of Directors, is recalled, and Mr. Middle- 
ton, who holds that office in oppoſition to their orders, 
continues Reſident at the Vizier's court, and appears to 
be a very principal actor in the ſeveral matters which 
compoſe the ſubject of this Report. This happened 
about ſix weeks before the Governor Cage proceeded 
on his journey to Benares. 

Your Committee obſerve ſtrong marks of depen- 
dency in the before- mentioned letter of the Vizier 45 
In another letter on the ſame ſubj ect, he declares that 
he cannot ſubmit to the authority of two gentlemen. 
The inference then is undeniable, that he can ſubmit 
to the authority of ove. The opinion of the Directors 
upon the recall of Mr. Briſtow, 1s inſerted in the Ap- 
pendix, No. 8. | 
Your Committee alſo obſerve, in the Rf ay 
given by the Governor General to Mr. Middleton, he 
poſitively directs that no European (except thoſe ex- 
cepted) ſhall be ſuffered to reſide within any part of the 
Nabob's dominions; and that if they did not obey the 
Reſident's notice in writing to depart the country, after 
a limited time given them, in caſe of refuſal the Vizir's 
name is to be made uſe of; and the Reſident is directed 
to inform him, that he may uſe his own authority t0 c. 
pel them to depart. 

Your Committee obſerve, that the. temporizing and 
indeciſive conduct of the Nabob Vizier, on the 12th of 
January is aſſigned by the Reſident as the cauſe which 
neceſſitated him to take the moſt immediate and deci» 
ſive interference, That on the 14th of January, the 

So day 
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1 | * the whole by the letters from Mr. Middleton.“ 


dleton ſtates to the Council General, that he 


patible with the dignity of the Company, &c. &c. 


day after the ſcizure of his mother's palace, the Nabob 
; Writes a letter to the Governor General, which was 
tranſmitted by Mr. Middleton, as follows: © I have 
4 not to my knowledge been deficient in any thing, nor 
. will I be deficient whatever I regard to do; and. 
e whatever Mr. Middleton ſhall adviſe for the advan- 
1 tage of my affairs Iwill de. I have, to increaſe and 
*« confirm our friendſhip, even done that <which was not 
ce thought of, or reſolved on. You will be informed of 


This reference to Mr, Middleton obliges your Com- 
[mite to remark, that there is evidence before the 
Houſe, inthe report reſpecting Fyzoolah Cawn, that Mr. 

Middleton wrote a draft of a letter, which he tranſ- 
mitted to that Nabob, and deſired Fyzoolah Cawn to 
write letters to him and to the Governor General, 
agreeable to that draft; which he did; yet Mr. Mid- 
had 
received from Fyzoolah Cawn a formal offer of the 
aſſiſtance ſuggeſted to him, and that this offer was 
made without any apparent reluctance on his part, or 
the ſmalleſt efforts on Mr. Middleton's part, incom- 


Your Committee cannot obtain any ſtated account 
of the lofices which the Begums ſuſtained by this in- 
mediate and deciſive interference of the Engliſh Reſident, 
fo contrary to the faith of the nation pledged as a gua- 
rantee ; but it appears, that the Engliſh Reſident had 
= actually rec cived from the Nabob Vizier, in money and 
in drafts on their two Eunuchs, Bahar Ali Khan and 
Jewer Ali Khan, which would ſoon be realized, near 
600,000l. and this is confirmed by the evidence of Mr. 
Scott, who underſtood from Mr. Haſtings, that this 
| auer was progured by rhe Vizir from the Begums, 


And 
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And being aſked, by what means it was , procured ? 
he ſaid, it was ſeized by the Vizier; and he conceivedy 
that as the Begums had certainly and clearly been 
engaged in the rebellion againſt the Vizier, he had a 
right to incapacitate them as far as he could from 
doing miſchief in future; and that could not be betten 
done, than by depriving them of the means of 1 
revolts in future. 

There is a letter of the 3d of ebe Peri 4 
Mr. Middleton to the Governor General, which ſtates, 
that in his letters of the a20th, 25th. and 27th ultimo, 
he had mentioned, that the Bhow Begum had finally 
agreed to deliver up the treafures of the late Vizier to 
the Nabob; and that he had in conſequence com- 
menced payment of his debt to the Honourable Com- 
pany, &c. &c. 

Your Committee directed the Eaſt India cane 
to lay before them thoſe three letters of the 20th, 25th, 
and 27th ultimo, which they concerved would have 
given every material information upon this ſubject; as 


the Kellah, or Palace, where the mother of the Vizir 


reſided, was taken poſſeſſion of by the Reſident with an 
armed force, on the 12th January 1782, there appears 
an interval of at leaſt twelve days before ſhe agreed to 
deliver up her treaſures; but by the Secretary's letter 
of the 4th July 1783, it appears that the Governor Ge- 
neral has only tranſmitted to the Eaſt India Company 
the Reſident's letter of the 25th January 1782. 

Your Committee will now examine into the reaſons 
alledged for theſe extraordinary proceedings towards the 
Begums. The Governor General and Council, in their 
letter of the 11th of February 1782 to the Court of 
Directors, thus write, © The juſt grounds of fuſpicion 
which the Begums had given to the Nabob, by the 
1 F | «« ſymptoms 


CHAP 
te ſymptoms of diſaffection, and even treachery, they 
& had diſplayed in their conduct, made it an object of 
« ſerious conſideration with him to take the firſt oppor- 
e tunity which ſhould offer, conſiſtent with juſtice, to 
<« diſpoſſeſs them of the means of becoming injurious 
ce to his authority.” They alfo aſſign another reaſon, 
which your Committee are ſorry to remark; very ſimilar 
to the reaſons aſſigned by the Governor General, for 
his conduct towards Cheyt Sing, the Rajah of Benares : 
<« The neceſſities of his (the Vizier's) Government 
te requiring extraordinary ard, he reſolved ts take this 
te occaſion of depriving them of thoſe extenſive jag- 
& hires which enabled them to become troubleſome, 
ce by the amount of the Revenues which they yielded, 
and the number of dependants neceffarily retained 
ce for their collections and defence; and to reſume the 
0 lands, allowing penſions to the jaghiredars.“ 

The Governor General and Council, in the ſame 
letter, alſo write to the Company, © That on the firſt 
te attempt made by the Nabob to carry this plan into 


« execution againſt the Begum, ſhe determined to refiſt* | 


« his authority, and raiſed a revolt by means of her 

„ Eunuchs Jewar Ali Khan and Bahar Ali Khan, who 
e had collected a force of about 5, oo0 men, in order 
* to ſet the Nabob at defiance.” 

The oppoſition made to the Nabob's , when 
the Company's troops under the Reſident's command 
ſurrounded the palace of the Begum, and the repre- 
ſentation made by the Reſident on this nen have 
been already ſtated. 

But whether it was an actual revolt, as ſtated by the 
Governor General, or a ſuppoſed deſign of reſiſtance 
to the Vizier's authority, as ſtated by the Refident, mea- 


ſures of n were purfued, which certainhy were 
unneceſſary, 


DESI ONE TO 


and ſupported this refolution ; but not ſo much for 

the reaſons aſſigned by the Nabob, as becauſe he 
thought it equally unjuſt and impolitic, that the Be- 
gums ſhould be allowed to retain the means of which 
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unneceſſary, had the einne of the pra * 


the only object. 
In the letter of the Fe Generdl to * 3 « 


Directors, it is ſaid, * in order to puniſh the Begum 
<« for this daring conduct, and to put it out of her 


e power to apply the treaſures which ſhe had amaſſed 


« to the purpoſe of raifing further commotions in his 
« country, the Nabob reſolved to ſeize her wealth, 
« which, by the Mahomedan laws, he is entitled to, 
e as an inheritance from his Father, who in the latter 


years of his life had committed his treaſury wholly 


4 to her —__ and i it had remained 2 her 


« his death.” 0! 
It appears that the 8 Greed nc 


they had already made fo pernicious-an uſe, by exciting 


4iſturbances in the country, and a revolt ag the 


Nabob their Sovereign, - | 
Your Committee muſt ae That the: Gate 


General could not with propriety. encourage. or ſupport 


the Nabob in his reſolution to ſeize the wealth of his 
Mother and Grandmother, upon the principle of the 
Mahomedan law ; for whatever might have been the 
principle of that law, the claim under it could not be 


then admitted. The Nabob had, by a ſolemn act, 


for a very valuable conſideration, renounced all claim, 
and had ſworn never to make any future demand on 


Her. The Governor General and Council had, upon 
the motion of the Governor General, * pledged the 


Company to guarantee the due obſervance of that 
family compact, not fix years ſince, and confirmed that 
"a =: guarantee 
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guarantee by their orders to the Reſident in March, 
1778; and therefore, all operation of the Mahomedan 
law upon this point was totally out of the queſtion. 
But your Committee cannot help pointing out to the 
Houſe, what appears to them to have influenced the 
Governor General in his determination to carry this 
meaſure into execution. He declares, That he is 
not too ſanguine in his expectations of the reſult of 
ec theſe proceedings, but that he has required and re- 
*© ceiyed the Nabob's promiſe, that whatever acquiſi- 
* tions ſhall be obtained from the iſſue of them, it 
cc was to be primarily applied to the diſcharge of the 
ce balance actually due from him to the Company.” 
And here it muſt be remarked, that by the inſtruc- 
tions given to Mr. Middleton, in the Governor Ge- 
neral's letter of the 23d of September, the whole ſur- 
plus of the encreaſe of the revenue ariſing from the 
reſumption of the jaghires, was to be appropriated to 
the diſcharge of the Nabob's debt to the Company; and 
that this was the mode adopted by the Governor Ge- 
neral at that period for c e Ho balance due to 
the Company. 

The Ache of ſo lege: a debt as was op 5 the 
Vizier to the Company, by the gradual product of the 
exceſs of revenue ariſing from the reſumed jaghires, 
muſt have been the operation of ſeveral years, whilſt it 
muſt be remembered, that the Company's affairs had 
been repreſented by the Governor General to be ſinking 
under the weight of their accumulated diſtreſs. 

Tour Committee having examined the ſeveral 
chapes made by the Governor General againſt the 
Begums, think _ may be reduced under three 
_ | F 


Fir ſt. 
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Firſt. ExeiGng: ated: in the country, and 
giving aſſiſtance to Rajah Cheyt Sing. 

Second. Revolting againſt the Neben their So- 
vereign. 

Third. Having ſuch a lain to the Engliſh nas 
tion, as to make them aim at their utter extirpation. 


As to the firſt head, your Committee obſerve, that 
commotions did exiſt in the month of September, 
1781, in the Province of Gurruckpoor, appears incon- 
teſtibly; but your Committee, in the courſe of their 
inveſtigations, have perceived, that the Vizier's au- 
thority was frequently oppoſed in the different Pro- 
vinces under his government. Mr. Briſtow, the 
Reſident at Oude, in his letter of the 22d January, 
1777, thus writes to the Council General: 

Another great alarm which prevails is, the con- 
-< tempt with which the Vizier's authority is treated; 
<« his orders are ill executed; his perwannahs diſ- 
c regarded, even in the neighbouring diſtricts to the 
capital, unleſs accompanied by ſimilar ones from 
ce the perſon immediately in charge of the Province. 
In ſome diſtant parts of the country, neither his Ex- 
te cellency or his Aumils are much regarded. The 
© Gurruckpoor diftrif particularly can bardly be ſaid to 
ce be under the Vizier's government, as it is held by. Ze- 
© mindars, . who pay little obedience to the Aumils, and 
« diſcharge their revenues with great irregularity,” . 

It appears that this opinion of the ſtate of the Pro- 
vince of Gurruckpoor was not taken up lightly ; for 
your Committee obſerve, that on the 11th of February 
following, Mr. Briſtow thus deſcribes it: * The coun- 
try of Gurruekpoor, particularly that part of it 

« which 
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ce which lies contiguous to the mountains, although 72 
* in actual rebellion, is fo far unſettled as ſcarcely to be 
cc deemed a part of the Vizier's dominions. The re- 
<: vernes of that dictrict is rated at 5,60,000 rupees 
« (about £.60,000) ; but from the manner in which 


ec payments have hitherto been made, I do not appre- 


« hend that more than half that amount will be 
<« realized; and the reaſon which the Aumil aſſigns 
de for this failure, is the number of Zemindars on the 
e confines of the Province, who (being in poſſeſſion of 
„Mud Forts) withhold their revenues on various pre- 
« texts, until it is extorted from them by force. Under 
«theſe cirtumſtances the charge of the army neceſſary to 
1 kept up in that one diſtritt, is 1 5 equal 1 70 ' the 
* amount of the collefions.” 

Four Committee muſt vbſerve, that the Wendet 
er is contiguous to that of Benares. The 
evidence before related plainly ſhews the ſtate of the 
Former Province in the year 1777, when the Nabob of 
Oude had no foreign enemy. Wich ſuch a diſpoſition 


in the Rajahs and Zemidars to revolt againſt the 
e authority, and to ſeize every pretext to avoid 


the payment of their revenues, it would not have ap- 
peared very extraordinary if they had conſidered the 
commotions in Benares and Gazipoor, and the pecu- 
jizr ſituation of the Governor General (when obliged 
to retreat by night to the fortreſs of Chunargur, for 
ſafety to his perſon and retinue) as a moment favour- 
able to their own intereſt, accuſtomed as they were ta 
relift the authority of the Vizier's Officers, and to 
avoid the payment of their revenues but on com- 


pulſion. 5 

Theſe are the creations which night have been 

made by your Committee, tt the Zemindars of Baretch, 
Gurruckpoor, 
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Gurruckpoor, &c. had actually taken up arms in con- 
ſequence of the commotions in the adjacent Provinces. 
But your Committee particularly call the attention of 
the Houſe to the following paſſages of the Governor 
General's Narrative: No ſooner had the rebellion of 
< this Zemindary (Benares) manifeſted itſelf, than its 
4 contagion inſtantly flew to Fyzabad, and the exten- 
<« five territory lying on the North of the river Dewa, 
« andknown by the name of Gurruckpoor and Baretch.” 

And in another place the Governor General ſtates, 
that © Two battallions of regular Sepoys in the 
« Vizier's ſervice, under the command of Lieutenant 
« Colonel Hannay, who had been entruſted with the 
charge of that diſtrict, were attacked and ſurrounded 
ce in various places, many of them cut to pieces, and 
« Colonel Hannay himſelf, nchen by multi- 
ce tudes, narrowly eſcaped the ſame fate.” 

From this repreſentation only the Houſe could not 
but believe, that the rebellious conduct of Cheyt Sing 
(as it is called by the Governor General) had ſo much 
infected the minds of the Zemindars of Gurruckpoor 
and Baretch, &c. that, animated by his example, they 
inſtantly took up arms. 

But your Committee find the fact relative to the 
inſurrection of thoſe Rajahs to differ greatly from this 


. repreſentation; for your Committee obſerve, that on 


the 29th November, 1780, the following letter was 
ſent from Lieutenant Colonel Hannay to Mr, Middle- 
ton, Reſident at the Vizier's Court: 

. beg leave to ſubmit to your peruſal the encloſed 
c copies of two letters 1 had the honqur to addreſs the 
« late Reſident, on the ſubject of the recall of the 
ce battalion of Sepoys of the 2d brigade, which was 
"8 ee to aſſiſt me in the reducian of Zelim Sing, 
60 be 
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te and the other rebellious Rajabs inhabiting the country 
« between Goonduck and Gurrutkpoor.;z and to inform 


„ you, that in conſequence of its removal at fo critical 


te a juncture, the Aumil (Collector) has totally loft bis 
&* authority in no leſs than thirteen Purgunnabs ( diftrifts ) 
te and their collectious have been alomſt entirely ftop- 
te ped for upwards of two months: nor can his au- 
ce thority be re-eſtabliſhed without the aſſiſtance of a 
« battalion. As this event involves the fate of the 
« Company's Tunkah (aflignments) upon theſe 
« diſtricts, I beg leave to ſubmit to you the ex- 
te pediency of procuring him the neceſſary aſſiſtance as 
« ſoon as poſſible. 
« (Signed) 
« Alex. Hannay, 
Lieutenant Colonel, commanding 
* the troops ſtationed at Gur- 
6 ruckpoor' and Baretch.” 


On the za December, 17 80, your Committee ob- 
ſerve, that Mr. Middleton writes to the Governor 


General ; 


cc Copformably to your inſtructions, 1 have the 
* honour to encloſe for your information, copies of 
te the letters from his Excellency the Vizier, and my 
« letters accompanying them, both in application to 
tt the commanding officers at Cawnpoor and Futtyghur 
* for the aſſiſtance of two battalions to act in the ſer- 
te vice of the collection of the Vizier's aſſignments ta 
« the Honourable Company, for the cauſe particu- 
« Jarized in theſe letters. I ſhail be careful to return 
« theſe battallions upon the earlieſt information of 


«4 their having pres the ſervice required, the 
&« preciſe 


4 * 
* r puch period of which it is . now 10 fargſe | 
© or deſcribe.” 

Copies of the Vizier's aid Reſident's letters to Co- 
lonels Morgan and Muir, are inſerted in the Appen- 
dix, No. 13. But the Vizier's letters to Major Moſes 
Crawford (one of the encloſures in the Reſident's letter 
of zd December 1780, abovementioned) is as follows: 

« Zalim Sing, &c. Zemindars Krajy, are raiſing 
te commotions in the Mahals (diſtriẽts) of Amooda, 
e Baretch; Gurriickpoot, &c. by which great injury 
Le is done to to the Sirkar (Govertiment.) Is it there- 
te fore neceſſary, that on the receipt of this letter you 
te match with your battalion; and &Eroſs the tiver 
& Ganges, where you will, agreeable to the direftions 
ic of Colonel Hannay, exert yourſelf for the puniſpment 

& of the revolters, and the ſettlement of all matters, 
te that the money due to the Sirkar may be recovered. 
te As the commotions of Zalim Sing, &c. have al- 
& ready been of long continuance, it is abſolutely ne- 
te ceſſary, that immediately on the receipt of this 
« letter you croſs the Ganges with the bitttalion. I 1 
& ſhall ſend another army for the affairs of Khyrabad, 
te but you are not to wait till their arrival. 

« (Signed) 


« A true Copy, 
cc N. Middleton, 


From theſe letters it appears that Lieutenant Colonel 
Hannay, in the year 1780, had been ordered to re- 
duce Zalim Sing, and the other tebellious Rajahs in- 
habiting the country between the Goonduck (river) 
and Gurruckpoor ; and that by the recall of part of the 
troops employed on that ſervice, the Nabob's officer 


had then totally loft his authority over thirteen Pur- 
We - gunnahs 
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-- * (diſtricts); and that the rn of the 

revenue had been almoſt entirely ſtopped for two 
N Webel 

It appears from the Vizier's Jeter to Major 8 


# ert that he was ordered immediately to croſs the 


Ganges; and under the directions of Colonel Hannay, 
he was to exert himſelf for the puniſhment of the re- 
volters, and the ſettlement of all matters, that the 
money we to WN Sirkar nn may be 
recovered. 
It appears * this en that the commotions of 
Zalim Sing had been of long continuance, and there- 
fore it became neceſſary immediately to ſend a Force 
60 00 that ſervice. 
It appears from the Reſident 8 letter to the Council 
0 nel of the zd December, that he would return the 
troops to their reſpective ftations, as ſoon as they had 
accompliſnhed the ſervice required, the preciſe period 


of which it was impoſſible. he could then foreſee or 


- deſcribe. 
The Houſe will perceive, an ©. Records of the 
Company, that it is proved, beyond all poſſibility of 
contradiction, that the Rajahs and Zemindars of Baretch 
and Gurruckpoor, &c. had revolted from the Vizier's 
authority ſome time in the year 1780; that Lieutenant 
Colonel Hannay was employed in the reduction of 
thoſe rebellious Rajahs in the ſame year; that the re- 
duction was not effected in November 1780 ;that troops 
© were ſent to his aſſiſtance in December following, with 
"ſtrong injunctions from the Vizier to puniſh the re- 
volters: Your Committee muſt now remark, that the 
* arreſt of Cheyt Sing was in Auguſt 1781; it was therefore 
* impoſſible that the contagion of what is called this 
rebellion, could have excited the revolt in the Pro- 
vinces 
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vinces of Baretch and Gurruckpoor, ſince that revolt 
exiſted in full force in N 17 0 "4 bat: chu 
been of ſome continuance. |.” Le 
The Governor General pete FOR "nn 
againſt the Begums by ſundry affidayits, of . Britiſh, 
officers, and others, who atteſt, the commotions in the 
Province of Gurruckpoor. Some of theſe affirm, thatg 
it was reported the Nabob Vizier himſelf was ſulpettedy 
to wiſh well to Cheyt Sing; many of them ſtate a re- 
port, that the Nabob Saadit Khan, brother of. ah 
Vizier, was inimical to the Engliſh; and moſt of them, 
declare, that it was generally rumouredſ that the. Bed, 
gums, or their Eunuchs by their orders, gave en-, 
couragement and aſſiſtance to Cheyt, Sing whilſt he was, 
in arms againſt our nation; and in ſome it. is affirmed, 
that they were reported to be the authors of the diſ- 
turbances in the Vizier's dominions. 
Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, who commanded in, 
the diſtrict of Gurruckpoor (and who by evidence he-, 
fore your Committee, as well as by what appears in, 
ſome of the affidavits) had an intereſt in the collection 
of the revenues, and a ſhare in the government of. thats | 
diſtrict, did, on the 3iſt of December, 17825 make an, 
affidavit before the Governor Genx tal. 
It is to be remarked, that Colonel, Hannay, aftes, 
having given hearſay evidence againſte the Mather, and. 
Grandmother: of the Vizier, and which moſt ruatet al 
affected their honour, ivrtane, eſtate, and dignity, des, 
ares, „ That be is reſtrained from mentioning, 49G gunes, 
« of thoſe Jemautaars (Officers of Horſe) from. whom, 
« be received his information, from an approhenſion, 
that if their names became pui ic, it might operate 
« very much to their prejudice, if not to their ruin; 
but that the facts which he hath depoſed are true, 
G 2 - our 
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'Your Committee cannot read this affidavit w'thout 
eommiſerating the deplorable ſituation of theſe unfor- 
tunate Ladies.—An Engliſh officer of rank ſwears, 
that the converſations which paſſed between- him and 
eertain native officers of the Vizier are true: T heſe 
converſations contained matter which tended to a very 
high degree to cnminate them. Proceedings of a very 
ſevere nature are carried on againſt them, twelve days 
After this depoſition was taken; and yet Lieutenant 
Colonel Hannay is reſtrained from mentioning the 
names of his informers, leſt, if known, it might operate 
to their prejudice, or even ruin. Theſe Ladies are 
therefore expoſed to all the conſequences of anonymous 
| accuſations, upon the plea of fecuring the informers 
from any prejudice that mien enſue * their names 
being made public. | 
Upon ſuch an affidavit the Houſe will form their 
opinion; but your Committee cannot avoid remarking, 
that when fuch reaſons are aſſigned for ſecrecy, it ſeems 
to confirm a fuſpicion, founded on the reluctant con- 

duct of the Vizier, that the violent meaſures purſued 
by the Governor General and the Engliſh Reſident, 
under the authority of a written requiſition from the 
Nabob Vizier, againſt. his Mother and Grandmother, 
were apainſt his own conſent ; for if he thought them 
really deſerving of that ignqminy and diſgrace which 
they have ſuffered, the officers whq gave this informa- 
tion to Lieutenant Colonel Hannay were entitled to 
expect promotion and reward, rather than to apprehend 
prejudice or ruin. | 
The Governor General in his Narrative ſtates, 
2 That in Fyzabad, the Mother and Grandmother of 
the Vizier openly eſpouſed the party of Cheyt Sing, 
i encouraging and. inviting people to enliſt for his 
„ ſervice ; ; 
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55 ſervice ; and that their ſervants took up arms againſt 
*« the Engliſh.” In the ſame page he ſays, © Thar 
** the Nabob Vizier was charged with being privy- 
« to the e intrigues which had produced thoſe diſturb- 
« ances, and the little account which he ſeemed to 
« make of them, ſerved to countenance the ſuſpicion z 
„hut the Governor General never afforded it the 
e ſlighteſt degree of credit; for neither his character, 
« the tenor of his paſt conduct, the expectations he 
£* knew that the Vizier entertained of aſſiſtance and 
« relief from him, together with his inability to ſup . 
10 port himſelf without the protection of the Britiſn 
« Government, would allow the Governor General for 
* a moment to entertain a thought ſo injurious to his 
* fidelity, and fo contrary to probability.“ 
If the Governor General formed his opinion of the 
Vizier' s conduct upon true and juſt principles, the 
ſame modes of reafoning ought to have been applied 
in behalf of the Begums. They are women of high 
birth and elevated rank; by law and cuſtom immurxed 
ina ſeraglio for life; perſons whom the Governor Ge- 
neral, in 1775 and 1778, had particularly pointed out, 
from their rank, character, and ſex, to merit the pro- 
tection of the Company; the general tenor of whoſe 
paſt conduct, particularly when they ſued for and ob - 
tained the promiſe of an aſylum in our dominions, 
againſt the rapacity or cruelty of their Son and Grand- 
ſon, manifeſted their total dependance on us, The: 
faith and honour of the Engliſh nation were ſolemnly 
pledged for the protection of one of them; and their 
total inability to ſupport themſelves without the afliſt-. 
ance of our Goyernment, has been proved by the 
event. Theſe being facts of public notoriety, your 
Committee muſt remarks that it was the indiſpenſible 
IN 
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| duty of the Governor General to have admitted the 

ſame arguments in their favour, which had operated 
| with ſo much cc in behalf of their Son and 
5 Grandſon; 

| Ihe Governor Dat Mates, That the Vizier 
ec vas ſurrounded by men baſe in their characters, and 
c improvident in their underſtandings; his favourites, 
* and the companions of his looſer hours. Theſe had 
« every cauſe to dread the effect of his influence on 
« theirs; and both theſe! and the relations of the fa- 
6 mily, whoſe views of conſequence and power were 
ce intercepted by our participation in the adminiſtra- 
ce tion of his affairs, entertained a mortal hatred to our 
nation, and openly avowed it. Theſe all joined in 
te preſcribing the moſt pernicious and fatal councils to 
« the Nabob, and repreſented this as the time to de- 
ce liver himſelf from what they deſcribed as the yoke 
e of ſervitude; although he firmly rejected all their 
*© perſuaſions, of which the Governor General was 
* aſſured, yet the Vizier was at their mercy, and it 

e was in their power to uſe both his authority and his 
—_— for the perpetration of their oun deſigns.“ 

If the Vizier, who was at the head of a very con- 
ſiderable army, was in ſo dependant a ſtate as to be at 
the mercy of thoſe whom the Governor General de- 
ſeribes as the moſt abandoned characters, and whom, 

from motives of intereſt and ambition, not only en- 
tertained a mortal hatred to our nation, but openly 
avowed'it ; and if it was in the power of thoſe men to 
uſe the Vizier's authority and his perſon for the per- 
petration of their own deſigns; your Committee do 
conceive it very poſſible, that the names and authority 
of the Begums, who were by cuſtom immemorial 


cloſely confined within the walls of their palace, and 
of 
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of courſe obliged to act by their agents, might have 
been improperly uſed againſt their own conſent, poſ- 

ſibly without their knowledge, and perhaps by thoſe 
very perſons who are {aid to entertain a mortal hatred 
to our nation; and therefore, that the reaſoning of the 
Governor General ſeemed to apply to their ſituation 
more forcibly than to that of the Vizier. 

If the matter contained in the affidavits was to be 
conſidered as proof of guilt, the Nabob Sadet Ali 
+ Khan's conduct is repreſented in very ſtrong terms as 
inimical to our nation: But the Governor General thus 
mentions it, When he had reſolved to retreat from 
c Benares, he ſent his Perſian writer to the Nabob 
« Sadet Ali Khan, to recommend to his care the 
« wounded Seapoys whom he was obliged to leave 
e behind him; and that he made the ſame requeſt to 
ce him by letter, after his arrival at Chunar. The Go- 
c yernor General does him the juſtice to atteſt, that he 
« faithfully and liberally complied with his requeſt, by 
_ « viſiting them in perſon, and furniſhing them with 
_ proviſions and money, and ordering native ſurgeons 
c to attend them; and as they were able to bear the 
" nn! he had them all broug ght to his own ow 
« ters,” | 

Ir he Governor General . Garth "es That manly | 
* reports and ſubſcriptions had prevailed, that the Na- 
„ bob Sadet Ali Khan was concerned in ſome of the 
* deſigns formed againſt our Nation.” The Gover- 
nor General can neither credit nor refute them. He 
concludes, * the evil imputed to him is at leaft doubt- 
„ ful; the good which he did is certain, and he 1 is en- 
ce titled to the entire merit oſ it.” N 
The Governor General produces no 1 proof to 
* his allegation of the ſuppoſed crime of the Be- 
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gums, in exciting and fupportin ing (what he called) the 
rebellion of Cheyt Sing; than the letters to and from the 
Reſident, Mr. Middleton; and ſundry affidavits already 
referred to. The correſpondence has already been 


taken notice of by your Committee; they now deem it 
neceſſary to make ſomie obſervations upon the origin of 


theſe affidavits, as well as on the manner of taking them. 
Tour Committee find by the evidence of Major 


Fairfax, that Sir Elijah Impey, Chief Juſtice of the Su- 
preme Court of Judicature, employed the opportunity 
of a receſs from judicial buſineſs, to viſit the court and 
dominions of the Vizier Aſoph ul Dowlah; expecting 
by his journey not only to gratiſy his curioſity by the 
ſight of thoſe diſtant provinces, but alſo to r6-citablifle 
his health from the change of air. 

The Governor General ſays, «© I have alſo added 
s atteſtations of all the principal facts and events, 


tc ſworn before the Chief Juſtice, zo whoſe advice I am 


« obliged for having ſuggeſted it. It did not ſtrike my 


« mind that matters of ſuch notoriety here would re- 


e quire ſome more authentic verification of them at 
« home, than the recital of the man whoſe reputation 
* js ſo immediately concerned, as mine is, in the 


18 judgment which my ſuperiors, and which the public 


 « at large, will have a right to form upon it. I am 
« ſenſible of the wiſdom of the precaution, and ſorry it 
« was not earlier intimated, that I might have had time 


« to collect a large fund of evidence, although I have 
«reaſon to be ſatisfied with the weight of that which 1 


c have obtained.” 
Your Committee obſerve, that Sir Elijah 1 was 
with the Governor General at Benares on the 20th No- 


vember 178 1, and that he ſoon afterwards ſet off poſt 


- for Lucknow. This city is the capital of the province 
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6f Oude, and not within the juriſdiction of the Supreme 


Court at Calcutta ; any official act of the Chief Juſtics 


in that city muſt therefore appear extra- judicial. 
Your Committee muſt obſerve, that the Chief Juf- 
tice, Sir Elijah Impey, had, upon a former occaſion; in 


a letter to the Earl of Rochford, one of his Majeſty's | 


late Secretaries of State; moſt earneſtly requeſted him, 
« not only to ſuſpend your own judgment, but to in- 
« tercede for me and the other judges with his Ma- 
& jeſty and his Miniſters, not #2 lend a willing ear 70 
tc any charger, invectives, inſinuations, or alluſi Fons, in 


« papers, either public or private, tendihg to prejudice our 


cc fortunes or fame, before the fas are examined, or we 
© have an opportunity of contradifting them if miſrepre- 
te ſented. My anxiety muft be my excuſe for defiring ins 
tc terceſſion, in a matter which I know the juſtice and can- 
« Jour of my Sovereign and his Miniſters would grant 
& to the meandſt ſubject unaſtedl. 


And your Committee muſt alſo 4 t che 5 


Chief Juſtice not only adviſed the Governor General to 
obtain atteſtations of all the principal facts and events, 
but at the latter end of November 1781, he received 
atteſtations: Sir Elijah Impey 1 is the only Britifh judi- 


cial Magiſtrate that ever was in that city, and remained 


there ottly a very few days; thoſe depoſitions then taken 


* 


do not appear even to have been communicated to the 


Begum, nor any notice given to her that fuch depoſi. 
tions had been made againſt her, nor does a word ap- 


pear of defence on her part j yet in January following 


the Begum!' 8 palace i is ſurrounded by an armed force, 
and ſhe is deprived of inimtenſe wealth?) A ter this 
tranſaction; thoſe affidavits; previouſly taken, are fent 
to England, and produced as proofs of guilt. - Your 


Committee cannot help expre ling their opinion, that it 
. = would 


* 
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would have been much more becoming the dignity 
and decorum of the Chief Juſtice, not to have had any 
interference whatſoever in this extra- judicial matter; 
but if he did interfere, he ought to have conſidered that 
the Begum was a Princeſs guaranted by a public 
Treaty, and therefore entitled to the protection of the 
ſovereign authority of this country: Circumſtanced as 
he was, he ought not, nor was it any part of his duty, 
to receive ſuch affidavits at Lucknow; affidavits which 
highly prejudiced her fortune and fame; and particu- 
larly when no opportunity had been given to her of con- 
tradicting them if miſrepreſented, or not founded in 
fact. | . 

Your Committee muſt obſerve, it does not appear 
Cheyt Sing had any previous knowledge that it was the 
Governor General's intentions to put him under an 
arreft ; on the contrary, his attendance on the Gover- 
nor at the borders of his own dominions, ſtrongly 
marked his confidence in the faith of the treaty. The 
Begums could not have known the Governor General's 
intentions; and it is apparent, that there could not 
have been any previous concert, becauſe Cheyt Sing's 
ſubſequent conduct originated from meaſures which he 
himſelf could not poſſibly foreſee, and certainly, not 
oreſeeing, could not poſſibly provide againſt; but 
even if he had foreſeen the treatment which he after- 
wards experienced from the Governor General, and 
had early endeavoured to cultivate the friendſhip of 
the two Begums, it ſeems bad policy, and highly im- 
probable, that they ſhould, by uniting with Cheyt Sing, 
have riſqued their own peace and happineſs, by forfeit- 
ing the protection which they then e enjoyed 

under the Eagan guarantee. 


Tour 


E 
Your Committee conceive, that theſe: ladies muſt 
have been ſenſible, from their own experience, that it 


was impoſſible that ſuch an union (ſuppoſing it to be 
ever in their thoughts) could ſucceed ; for they had 


ſeen, before the Engliſh arrived to that degree of power 
which they now enjoy in Hindoſtan, that the invaſion 
of Bakar, by the Vizier Sujah Dowlah their Sovereign, 
then the moſt powerful Omrah of the Eaſt, had been 
not only repelled with diſgrace, but the war carried 
into his own country ; and that, after many repeated 
ſucceſles, the Engliſh had obliged him to abandon not 
only his capital but all his own dominions, and to ſeek _ 


an aſylum amongſt the Rohilla Chiefs. The Begums Fs 
had perſonally experienced all the viciſſitudes attendant 


upon ſuch a great reverſe of fortune ; and they had 
ſeen, that when Sujah Dowlah was ſo reduced as to 


throw himſelf on the mercy. of the Engliſh Govern- 
ment, he obtained from their clemency the reſtoration 
of that country which he had not been able to prote& 


with his ſword. Since that reſtoration, the Begums 
well knew that the Britiſh army, on the firſt ſummons, 
marched to the defence of Sujah Dowlah's dominions, 
and fruſtrated the repeated attempts of the Maratta 
armies to invade the territories of their Lord and our 
ally ; and they had ſeen, but ſome few years ſince, the 
Britiſh troops employed under the order of Sujah 
Dowlah, to exterminate. all the Rohilla Chiefs (thoſe 
Chiefs who had granted him protection in his diſtreſs) 
and they had alſo ſeen thoſe countries ſubdued by 
our forces, and annexed to the dominions of Sujah 
Dowlah. | 
With all this evidence of the extent 10 influence of 
the Britiſh power in their immediate recollection, it 
Pear piterly improbable for them to expect that one 
H 2 | of 
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of the Zemindars, formerly dependent on Oude, and 
now on Calcutta, could ſucceſsfully reſiſt that power 


and that authority which they had ſeen fo triumphant | 
over many of the moſt powerful ſtates in India, and 


which power had guaranteed them in the quiet poſſeſ- 
ſion of their property and eſtates, © 

In the declaration of Hyder Beg, one of the Vizier's 
- Miniſters, taken before Sir Elijah Impey, the Chief 
Juſtice of the Supreme Court of Judicatute, at Benares, 
your Committee find his opinion of the rank and power 
of Cheyt Sing as follows, © The rank of the Rajah is 
" nothing more than a Zemindar; no one will pay a 


ce regard to his attempts; and à ſmall force will be 


0 ſufficient to chaſtiſe him. Far better will it be to 
te lay aſide ſuch thoughts as theſe, to implore pardon 
& of the Governor General, to give up his forts, to 
& ſend back to him the boats and all his baggage ; or 
ce rather it would be better that he ſhould go alone, 


| cc and with his hands bound, into the preſence of the 5 


« Governor.” 
This opinion was delivered by Hyder Beg to a 


Vacqueel, who was ſent to him by Cheyt Sing very 


ſoon after the Governor General's retreat from Benares 
to Chunar, after the defeat of Captain Mayaffre s de- 
tachment at Ramnagur, and before our troops had 
been ſucceſsful in any military operations againſt the 
Rajah ; and your Committee have entered it in their 
obſervations, to point out to the Houſe the real light 
in which Cheyt Sing was conſidered, even vy the Mi- 
niſter of the Vizier. 


5 95 0 Committee deemed it 3 to call upon 


r. John Scott, agent to the Governor General, to 


5 whether Mr. Haſtings had tranſmitted to him 


any matter PTY to explain the Governor General's 
| conduct 


4 
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conduct relating to N troubles of We or in the 
dominions of the Vizier. He informed them, that the 
Governor General had ſent nothing to him b what 
he had ſent to the Eaſt India Company. And being 
aſked, Whether Mr. Haſtings gave any reaſons: to him, 
whom he had authorized to defend his conduct in caſes 
in which it might be queſtioned, for not inſtructing him 
more fully vpon theſe points? he ſaid, None at all; but 
he was yery amply infirufed y receiving a copy ef the | 
Nerrative, Being afterwards examined, whether he, as 
agent to the Goyernor General, had any proofs to lay 
beford the Commirree, that the Begums had certainly 
and clearly engaged in the rebellion againſt the Vizier, 
except the affidavits annexed to the Governor Gene- 
ral's Narrative? he ſald, beſides. thoſe affidavits Mr. 
Haſtings had tranſmitted to him a guplicate of a letter 
from Mr. Hollond Jo rhe Supreme Council, ſtating a 
converſation which had paſſed hetween him and the 
Nizam at Hydrabad, on the 6h or 7th of October, 
1781, This converſation appeared to Mr. Haſtings 0 
confirm very frongly the proofs of | the intrigues of the 
'Begums with C Sing, and his predetermined x reſo- 
lution to revolt. 
Your” Committee chought ir necelary to examine 
Mr. Scott as to the parties ſtated in Mr. Hollond's 
letter to be privy to that plot; who ſaid, they were 
Hyder Ally, the Marattas of Poonah, Mahajee Scindia, 
Nugjif Cawn, Cheyt Sing, the diſaffected Zemindars 
of Oude, and dran Bouſlah ; The Nizam gave 
the information. cing aſked whether either of the 
three armies P. were to act in union, according to 
the advices received by the Nizam, and tranſmitted to 
dhe Council General by Mr. Hollond, did actually com- 


mence any military operations againſt Bengal, Bahar, or 
the 


. SF) 


3 1 Province of Oude? he ſaid, they did not; we TOR 
cluded a peace with Mahajee Scindia; Nudjiff Cawn 
did not move; Hyder Ally was employed in the 
Carnatic and to the Southward ; Madajee kept quiet 
an Berar; the revolt of Cheyt Sing and the diſaffected 
Zemindars was ſuppreſſed, and the Maratta Any! con- 
tinuedꝭ in che neighbaurhood of Poonaz. 


Mr. Sdott has given in evidence to your i, 4 


that he thinks it would require thirty-three days to 
carry a letter from Benares to Hyderabad; but if ſent 
by our Goyernment, twenty: eight days, as we have 
Dauks (eſtabliſned poſts) from, Benares to Calcutta, 
| and from Calcutta. to Hyderabad; and thinks, that the 
moſt expeditious metiod -of ſending a letter from 
Benares to Hyderabad, is by way of Cileutes, becauſe 


en 


As che ſeizure and ent 1 of chen 
e nen on, the 16th Auguſt, and the de- 
feat o che Engliſh detachment under Captain 
Mayaffre and the ſubſequent retreat of the Governor 
General to Chunar, was on the 20th Auguſt; theſe 
events could be knn at Hyderabad, according to 
* Scott's evidence, about the 20th September. 
Ong the 8th October Mr. Hollond writes of a con- 
3 workaiiob! betwixt the Nizam and the Maratta Miniſter, 

held the preceding day: Peace betwixt the Marattas 
and our nation was the ſubject, The Maratta Mi- 
niſter had heard of the commotions in Benares; hę 
talked high, and mentioned an union of many States 
ga gainſt us, and the intended march of ſeveral armies 
to invade the Britiſh poſſeſſions. The Nizam himſelf 
remarked to Mr. Hollond, that if he could have been 


r in a n. to | overhear what paſſed, . he 
would | 


5s 'F 
would have been Mae at the high tone. of the 
Maratta Miniſter's requiſition. | oof Sigg 
It is a (convincing proof to your Cori thas 
this was mere converſation,” ſince no one movement 
appears to have been made by either of thoſe different 
powers, with a view to accompliſh the general or 
particular obje& of this ſuppoſed confederacy againſt 
us: on the contraty, the army of Moodajee Bouſlah 
was at this very time returned from the borders of our 
territories to their own capital; and ſo far does 
Moodajee appear from entertaining any idea of enter- 
ing into any confederacy againſt us, that his Son, 
Chimnajee, had engaged to detach two thouſand of his 
Horſe. to ferve under Colonel Pearce, then on his 
march into the Carnatic. Money was actually ad- 
vanced to them in Auguſt, 1781, in conſequence of 
letters from the Governor General, & recommending 
<« to the Chief of Gamjan to afford them ſuch aſſiſt 
cc ance as might be neceſſary for facilitating their pro- 
« preſs through the diſtricts under his authority. 
Your Committee have alſo inſerted in the Appendix, 
the Governor General and Councit's letter of the 14th 
June, 1781, to Sir Eyre Coote; which ſtates, that 
the Rajah of Berar intended to diſpute his Dewan te 
Poonah for the purpoſe of effecting an accommodation, 
and deſiring that full powers and inſtructions ſhould be 
ſent to General Goddard, and that full credentials and 
inſtructions were given to him to negociate and con- 
clude a peace with the Government of Poonah: , 2 
And during the whole of the tranſactions at * 
Moodajee's Vackeel, Benaram Pundit, was the con- 
ſtant attendant on the Governor General, and reward- 
ed by him with a jaghi re of upwards: of L. 2,506 per 
annum for his faithful artachiments, | 


With 
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With reſpect to Madajee Scindeah; another of theſe 
confederates, your Committee find, by a letter of the 
Governor. General to Colonel - Muir, of the loth of 
September, 1781, that he expreſſes gteat ſatisfaction 
in hearing that he (Scindeah) had anticipated the 
overtures of the Bengal Government; and that the 
general expreſſions and deſires of peace, uſed at his 
firſt interview with Mr. Ford, indicate a diſpoſition ſo 
conſonant with his own. 

And your Committee find an agreement for peace 
was actually ſigned by Colonel Muir on the part of the 
Company, and Mahajee Scindeah for himſelf, on the 
15th October, 1781; ſo that it is apparent Mahajee 
Scindeah could not have been a party in this ſuppoſed 
confederacy, ſince he began the negociation for peace 
with us before he could poſſibly know of the com- 
motions at Benares, and ſigned the articles of peace 
before Bidjegur, the n of Cheyt Sing, was ſur- 
rendered to us. 

Your Committee cannot conſider this converſation 
as any ſort of proof of a predetermined reſolution in 
Cheyt Sing to revolt. It was held fifty-rwo days after 
| the Governor General had put him under confinement, 
and forty-eight days after the Governor General had 


found it neceſſary to retreat from the city of Benares to 


tze fortreſs of Chunar; and the Maratta Miniſter 
might have conceived, from the Governor General's 
ſituation, and the commotions in the Provinces of 
Benares and Gazipoor, that he ought to avail himſelf 
of theſe difficulties to encreaſe the demands of his 
Court in a treaty of peace which was then negociating. 
And with reſpect to the Begums, your Committee muſt 
obſerve, that there does not appear the moſt diſtant 


3 4 criminality, or even blame, to be urged againſt 
them- 


" "T#h 
Bein from this tonverſation of the Maratta'M iniſter, 
for their names are not even mentioned or alluded to 
in it; and yet Mr. Haſtings has declared, that it con- 
firms very ſtrongly the proofs of the intrigues 9 the 


Begums with Cheyt Sing. | 
Your Committee have inſerted a whole of Mr. | 

Scott's evidence, together with extracts of Mr. Hol- 

lond's letters of the 22d September and 8th October 


1781. As theſe letters are of a recent date, and treat —_— 


of very important negociations, perhaps yet depending, 

your Committee do not think themſc]ves warranted to 
make public the whole of theſe letters x but they have 

antiexed fuch parts as haye immediate reſevenen to the 


point alluded to. a 
The evidence of Mr: Scott, relative to FE eel of 


time neceſſary to convey letters from Benares to Hy- 


derabad, is niot ſatisfactory to your Committee. They 
have annexed the beſt account they could obtain of 
the diſtance from Benares to Hyderabad, as well by 
Calcutta as by Nagpoor, the capital of Berar. Accord- 
ing to the uſual courſe of travelling of Goſſids (men 
employed to carry letters where no regular poſt is eſta- 
bliſhed) they find, that the journey would be ꝑerſorm- 
ed from within eighteen to twenty-five days, according 
to the ſeaſon of the year, and the diligence of a Coſſid; 
and poſſibly in lefs time, if the promiſe of a good 
reward be made for expedition. | 
Your Committee now proceed to the ſecond head of 
accuſation, that of the Begums revolting againſt their 
RS 5 | | 
In proof of this aſſertion, oy committee” find no - 
| e from the Vizier on the records of the Com- 
pany, that his Mother and Grandmother had fevolted 


againſt hey authority ; on ne; contrary your Com- 
| 1 mittee 


* 
mittee find, from the Reſident's letter of the 19th of 
December, that the Nabob, from what cauſe he knew 
not, had ſhewn a great reluctance to enter on the 
buſineſs (the reſumption of the jaghires ;) but the 
Governor General deſcribes it to be an act eqra/ly ne- 
ceſſary to the reſtoration , the peace of that country, 
and to the diſcharge of the Nabob's n to the 
e 

Your. Committee have documents before 7 rg 
which prove, that peace was reftored in the Province 
of Oude before the public tranquility was fully re- 
eſtabliſhed in the Province of Benares. The ſurrender 
of Bidjegur, the principal fortreſs of Cheyt Sing, was 
on the xoth of November 1781; but in a letter of 
the 5th of November the Governor General tranſmits 
to the Council of Calcutta the ſettlement of the re- 

venues of that Zemindary, which he had made with 
the perſon whom he had appointed to ſucceed Me 
Sing. 
Your Cue obſerve, 18 the 1 Ge- 
neral in his Narrative ſtates, „ That on the $th of 
« October, Major Naylor, with the 23d regiment, 
« having been detached to the relief of Lieutenant- 
«© Colonel Hannay, arrived on the Northern banks 
« of the Dewar, defeated a large force which had 
s afſembled round Colone{ Hannay and entirely 
« diſperſed them.” He. adds, « That the return 
« of the Nabob ſoon after effectually reſtored the 
< quiet of the country.” This letter deciſively proves, 
that the commotions in Oude, whatever they might 
have been, and from whatever cauſe they originated, 
had ceaſed, and that peace had been reſtored to that 
Province ſome time in October 1781, 5 
> | Your 


( 9d } 

Your Committee are therefore convinced, that the 
reſumption of the jaghires was an act totally un- 
neceſſary to the reſtoration of the peace of the country, 
becauſe that peace had been reſtored before the re- 
ſumption was made; it might indeed have been a mea- 
ſure of convenience, with a view to relieve the diſtreſſes 
of the Company, by the diſcharge of the Nabob's Vi- 
zier's debt to them. The reluctance of the Vizier, 
and the impatience of the Governor General for 28 
meaſure, will now be conſidered, | 

Your Committee now lay before the Houſe, wy 
of two letters from the Vizier; one to the Goyernor 
General, received at Calcutta on the 24th of February 
1780; the other to the Reſident Mr. Purling, deliver- 
ed for Tranſlation 15th May 1780. 'q 4 2 


Extract 


K : 


Extract 2 from the Nabob Vizier to the Gover- 


cc 


nor General; received 24th February 1780. 


= 


J have received your letter, and underſtand the 
contents. I cannot deſcribe the ſolidity of your 
© friendſhip and brotherly affection, which ſubſiſted 
between you and my late father. From the friend- 


ſhip of the Company he received numberleſs advan- 


tages; and I, notwithſtanding I was left an orphan, 


from your favour, and that of the Company, was 


perfectly at eaſe, being ſatisfied that every thing 


would be well, - and that I ſhould continue in the 
ſame ſecurity that I was during my father s life. 
time, from your protection. 
&« J accordingly, from the day of his death, have ne- 


yer omitted to cultiyate your favaur, and the protec- 
tion of the Company; and whatever was the deſire 


and directions of the Council at that time, I have 
ever ſince conformed to, and obeyed with readineſs, 
Thanks be given to God, that I have never as yet 
been backward in performing the will of the Eng- 
liſh Company, of the Council, and of you ; ard 
have always been, from my heart, ready to obey : 


« them; and have never given you any trouble from 


. 
cc 
cc 
| cc 
cc 


50S 


cc 


my difficulties or wiſhes, This I have done ſimply, 
from my own knowledge of yqur favour towards me, 
and from my being certain that you would. learn the 
particulars of my diſtreſſes and difficulties from other 
quarters, and would then ſhew your friendſhip and * 
good will in whatever was for my advantage: But 
when the knife had penetrated to the bone, and I Wag 


66 4 ham aa with Juch WY di en that I could no 


5 langer | 


I @ 
longer live in expefation, I then wrote an account of 


my difficulties. The anſwer which I have received 
to it is ſuch, that it has given me inexpreſſible grief 


and afflition : I never had the leaſt idea or expectation 
from you and the Council, that you would ever have 
given your orders in ſo afflifting a manner, in which you 


never before wrote, and which I could not have ima- 
gined. As I am reſolved to obey your orders and 
directions of the Council without any delay, as long 
as I live, I have, agreeable to thoſe orders, delivered up. 
all my private papers to him (the Reſident) that when 
he ſhall have examined my receipts and expences, be may 


take whatever remains. As I know it to be my duty, 


to ſatisfy you, the Company, and the Council, J have 
not failed to obey in any inſtance ; but requeſted of him 
that it might be done, ſo as not to diſtreſs me in my neceſ= 


ſary expences. . There being no other funds but theſe for. 


the expences of my Mutſeddies, houſebold expences and 


cc ſervants, Gr. he demanded theſe in ſuch a manner, that, 


| ” 
cc 
7 


cc 


being remeaileſs, I was obliged to comply with what © 
he required, He has accordingly ſtopped the ' penſions 


of my old ſervants for 30 years, whether Sepoys, Mut- 


* ſeddies, or houſehold ſervants; and the expences of my 
« family and kitchen, together with the jaghiers of my 


£c 
1 


grandmother, mother, and aunts, and of my brothers and 
dependents, WRICH were for their ſupport,” 


* 
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Tranſlation of a letter from the Nabob Aſoph = 
Dowlah to Mr. C. Purling ; delivered for tranſlation 


15th May 1780; as entered on the Bengal Secret 


_ Conſultations of the 22d June 1780 *. 


I have received your letter you write, that you 


(c 


EY 


ec 


informed the Council in the month of Maug, that 1 
had not ſources in my country, and my expences 
were very great; and that you have received an 
anſwer from the Council, that whatever balance was 
due at the end of the year, I ſhould pay; and that 
the ſum 1,06,62,000 Re, which were granted as aſ- 
fers, ſhould fuffer no diminution. Nor will the gen- 


tlemen of the Council allow one rupee ; but that 
agreeable to the account particulars, the balance of 


1 862,1 88. 12. mult be aſſigned. 
e have in no reſpect failed in my compliance with 
the pleaſure of the Council, or my friendſhip for the 


ic *Company, as far as I have had ability; and I have 


cc 


acquainted you very fully with the ſtate of my 


country, and the ſources of the revenue; and I have 


even pur a ftop to the expences of my table, and the 


animals which I ought to keep; and the jagheers of | 


my ſervants and attendants ; and there are aſſets of 
g98,98,375. After this, I wrote the jagheers of my 
grandmother and my mother, and of the Nabob 
Sallar Jung, and of my family, and the ſons of my 
uncle Mirza Ally Khawn, which were granted them 
cc for 


A tranflation of this letter is alſo inſerted in the Bengal Perſian | 


Correſpondence, which, as it differs in ſom? parts from this tranſ- 


lation, is inſerted in the Appendix, No. 22. 


KS 


e for their livelihood, and they amounted to the ſum 


c of 1,63,625 Rs. By this means has the buſineſs 


« been done. But they all poſſeſs engagements, and T 
« have made over in aſſignment, the expences of 
«© my table, which I have put a ſtop to with this view, 
« that the gentlemen of the Council, underſtanding my. 
c diſtreſſed ſituation, would ſhew me their friendſhip. 
« I at firſt oppoſed the aſſigning the jagheers of my 
« grandmother and mother, and my uncle; now that 
the Council have, upon ſuch a repreſentation of my 
<« diſtreſs, written that there ſhall not be leſs aſſign- 
« ments that 1,06,62,000 Rs, and that the balance of 
« 1,36,62,188 muſt be given, I am acquainted with 
ce the particulars of the 1,36,62,188. If the gentle- 
« men of the Council, or you, Sir, will inform your- 
cc ſelves from the accounts, you will find it is not to 
be obtained: Whatever in juſtice can be obtained 
cc from the accounts, have been granted; but at this 
ce time aſſignments are demanded of me. The buſineſs 
cc of the world is eaſy, and paſſes away, and the gentle- 
ec men of the Council ſhould, in every thing that is juſt, 
« be my guardians and my friends: I do not put my 
« life in competition with friendſhip. Whatever aſſets 
ce were in the country, with even my table, my ani- 
* mals, the jagheers of my ſervants and attendants, are 
« granted in aſſignments, amounting to 98, 98, 375 Rs. 
* Beſides theſe, the jagheers of my grandmother, mo- 
cc ther, and my uncle, the Nabobs Mirza, Allee and 
«© Sallar Jung, which were granted them for their 
«© maintenance, are at your diſpoſal; if the Council 
ee have directed you to attach them, do it; in the 
e country no further ſources remain, and I have 
« no means, for I have not a ſubſiſtence. Alas! I 
« have elephants, horſes, and houſes ; if they will ſerve 
. cc the 


1 64 1 
tc the purpoſe of my friends, they are ready for them. 
« The country and the aumils are at hand; wherever 
« aſſets can be found, take them, I do not oppoſe it; 
« in this ſituation I am in want of daily ſubſiſtence ; I 
« feed upon the hope and expectation of tranquility ; | 
« upon this the Council's order is arrived. Whatever 
« proceeds from friendſhip is good ; my ſituation is no 
« way concealed ; how long ſhall I dwell upon my 
«© misfortunes ? I have written ſufficient.” 


I 
- 
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It appears from theſe letters, that in the year 1780 
demands were made on the Vizier to a moſt enormous 
amount (upwards of J. 1, 400, ooo); and upon his inabi- 
bility to ſatisfy theſe demands from any other reſource, 
aflignments were demanded _ the TEE of his 
family. 

Theſe letters eſtabliſn one very important fact, 
namely, that in May 1780 the Vizier then was fo far- 


from ſoliciting the conſent of the Governor General and 


Council to reſume the jaghires of his mother, grand- 
mother, and uncle, that he ſtrongly remonſtrated againſt: 
the meaſure ; and repreſented, that he had ſtopped his 

very houſehold expences, together with the jaghires 


of his ſervants and dependents, and affigned them to 


the ule of the Company. He informed the Reſident, 
Mr. Purling, that as to the jaghires of his mother, 
grandmother, and unele, which were granted to them 
for their ſupport, and agreeable to engagements, the 
Engliſh were the maſters ; that if the Council have ſent 
home orders for the ſtopping their on alſo, he 


might ſtop them. 


Your Committee find, that either the Nabob's letters, 
or the Reſident's repreſentations to the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council, had ſo much influence, as to induce 
them to direct that the aſſignments received from the 
Vizier on the jagheers for the year 1780, ſhould be re- 
turned by the Refident ; but it is worthy of remark, 
that when aſſignments were demanded of the Vizier in 
1780, that no complaints were then made againſt the 
power of the jagherders, nor no accuſations then appear 
| againſt the Begums, although ia 1781 they are charged 
with having given frequent e to the Nabob's 


government. ng 
K+ je "Your 


Your Committee ke the general reſumption of 
the jaghires, which was reſolved on at Benares, not as 


the meaſure of the Vizier, but as. the act of the Gover- 
nor General. It is impoſſible to peruſe the Vizier 8 


letters, without perceiving | the abſolute dependence of 
| his ſituation ; yet in that dependant ſtate, in the pres 
ceding year, he had ſtrongly marked his repugnance to 


the e. No motives appear why he ſhould haye 
altered his gpinion ; for the excels of revenue expected 
to ariſe from the reſumption was to be applicd to the 
diſcharge of the debt due to the Company. Even after 
the meeting at Chunargar in 1781, when the Vizier 
had removed from the Governor General, and eſided 
at his capital amongſt his own family and friends, he 
ſhewed great reluctance to enter upon the execution of 
this meaſure.— Lour Committee are not ſurprized at 
ſuch reluctance The reſumption was an act ſevere and 
unjuſt to parents and relations, ſervants and dependants ; ; 
highly diſgraceful to the diſtinguiſhed houſe from which 
he deſcended ; and very injurious to his own honour, ſo 
| ſolemnly and ſo ſacredly pledged. Part of the diſgrace 
and obloquy reſulting from the execution, he was to 
bear; whilſt the Engliſh Company was to reap, and 
actually do receive the revenues (under the plea. of liqui- 
dating debts) ariſing from ſuch a breach of moral obli 
gation to ſome, and violation of treaty to others. 85 


Your Committee obſerve, that in a letter of the Re- : 
ſident Middleton to the Council General, he wiſhes | 


them to interfere their influence to prevent the Nabob 
from doing an a& which muſt ineyitably bring diſgrace 
upon himſelf, and a proportionate degree of diſcredit 
upon the national character of the Engliſh, which he 
conſidered to be more or leſs concerned in every act of 


his (the Nabob's) adminiſtration. The Reſident is 


ordered 
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ordered by the Governor General to repeat his remon- 
ſtrances to the Nabob, to prevent the act of oppreſſion 5 
and to repreſent to him the conſequences of ſuch an 
arbitrary proceeding, and the reproaches to which his 
honour and reputation, as well as ours from being con- 
terned with him, will be expoſed by ſuch acts of cruelty 


and injuſtice ; and the right which we derive, from the 


hature of our alliance with him, to expect that he vil 
pay a deference to our remonſtrances. 
And your Committee muſt here obſerve, that chis was 


the language of 1778. The Governor General and 


Councit of Bengal did not then pretend to exerciſe that 
entire command and controul over the Vizier, which 
they have ſince ſo openly and ſo avowedly aſſumed: 
Yet even at this period it appears, that if the Nabob 
Viziet committed an act of injuſtice, it was thought 
that the difgfate attendant upon ſuch an act would 
expoſe t the Engliſh name to reproach. Mr. Middleton, 
the Reſident at the Court of Oude, was certainly in a 
tuation to form a competent judgment of the extent 
of the Britiſh influence; and the conſequences reſulting 
from the exerciſe of it; and he declared, that he con- 
fidered the national character to be more or leſs con- 
terned in every act of the Nabob's adminiſtration. If 
this was his opinion at that period, how much more 
forcibly does it apply after September 1781, when the 


_ Governor General throws aſide all reſerve, and by his 


inſtructions to Mr. Middleton, controuls and abſolutely 
limits the power and authority of the Nabob Vizier, as 
he would have done that of a refractory and dependant 


Zemindar. Your Committee are of opinion, that a. 


general reſumption of jagheers, was x meaſure which has 
rendered the Engliſh name odious and deteſtable as ir 
deprived many of the ancient nobility, officers of rank, 
FE and 


— 
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and dependants of the court of their eſtates. Some in- 
formation of the extent of this oppreſſive meaſure may 
be ſeen in the account of their jaghires, their value when 
granted, and by whom poſſeſſed: Theſe papers are in- 
ſerted in the Appendix. And it is an aggravation of 
diſtreſs to the unhappy ſufferers, that thuſe who adviſed 
this cruel and unjuſt meaſure, are now in poſſeſſion of |, 
their eſtates, whilſt. they themſclves are not only de- / 
prived of their ſubliſtence, but many of them muſt be 
reduced from a ſtate of affluence and comfort, to po- 
verty and want; for, excepting thoſe jaghires which 
were guaranteed by the Company, it does not appear 
that any proviſion whatſoever was thought of for the 
other jaghiredars; and how far the public faith will be 
kept, even to thoſe guaranteed by the Company, is yet 
doubtful. The Reſident (Mr. Middleton) has ſtated 
his objections againſt any equivalent being given to 

| the Nabob Salar Jung, uncle to the Vizier, for the 
ghire of which he has been deprived by us. | 
"Pier Committee have given a decided opinion upon 
this reſumption. But whether it was the act of the Vi- 
zier, or the act of the Governor General, the effect is 
the ſame: If it was the act of the former, the Engliſh 
honour and reputation was now much more ſubject to 
reproach, from any cruel or unjuſt proceedings of the 
Vizier than in 1778; becauſe the Governor General 
and Council have now aſſumed the ſupreme authority 
throughout his dominions; and if they then claimed a 
right, from the nature of their alliance with him, to ex- 
pe& that he would pay a deference to their remon- 
ſtrances, they now exerciſed a power that left the Na- 
bob no alternative : but your Committee find no re- 
monſtrance made by the Governor General in favour of 
all thoſe opulent and ancient families, who, under that 
extenſive 
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extenſive Government, enjoyed jaghires and grants of 
lands, whether as remunerations for ſervices actually 


performed, or given as a proviſion for the proper 
maintenance of the relations of the Prince. On the 


contrary, your Committee find that the Governor 
General allows the Nabob not only to reſume ſuch 
jaghires as he may find neceſſary (with a reſerve con- 
cerning thoſe guaranteed by the Company) but for- 
getting his former declaration of what was due to our 
national character, as connected with that of the 


Vizier, he now declares, © That as we are neither 


« engaged for their poſſeſſions, nor have any imme- 
cc diate connection with them, the Nabob ſhould be 
<< left to the exerciſe of his own authority and e 


ce reſpecting them.“ | 


Four Committee cannot help obſerving, that if any 
formal repreſentation had been made by the Vizier, 
our ally, to the Governor General, the repreſentative 
of the Britiſh nation, containing matter of complaint 
againſt his Mother, whom we were bound by treaty to 


protect whilſt her conduct did not forfeit that protec- 


tion, it was his duty, in the firſt inſtance, to have en- 
tered into a minute inveſtigation of this matter, and 


communicated to the Council General the reſult of his 


enquiries : and if any real cauſe had been given by 
the Begums for reſentment on the part of the Nabob 
(which, by the evidence before your Committee, is 
very far from being proved) your Committee think 
that the honour and dignity of this nation, ſo much 
tarniſhed by the late violent proceedings againſt the 
Rajah of Benares, ought on this occaſion to have had 


its full weight and influence on the Governor General's 


conduct; and if he ventured to enter upon any deciſive 


meaſures without the ſanction of his council, it became 


— 


1 

2 duty fill more incumbent in him to conſult what was 
due to that honour and to that dignity ; he ſhould not 
have permitted the Engliſh nation to have appeared at 
the Court of Oude in the degrading light of a party 
highly intereſted in that deciſion where their own wilt 
was law; but in the more honourable and juſt cha- 
racter of a mediator for peace and reconciliation be- 
tween the Sovereign and his Mother, the ally of the 
one, and the guarantee to the other. 

But the Governor General appears to your Com- 
mittee totally to have forgot the character of guarantee; 
for, aſter conſenting to deprive the Begum of the poſ- 


ſeſſion of her eſtates, which were guaranteed to her by 


the Company, he ſoon after ſtrenuouſly encouraged the 
Vizier to ſeize the wealth of his Mother and Grand- 
mother, becauſe he“ thought it equally unjuſt and 
& impolitic that they (the Begums) ſhould be allowed 
* to retain the means, of which (he ſtates) they had 
« already made fo pernicious an uſe, by exciting diſ⸗ 
« turbances in the country, and revolting againſt the 
« Nabob their Sovereign.” 
He adds, © I am not too ſanguine in my eabecta⸗ 
« tions of the reſult of theſe proceedings ; but haye 
« required and received the Nabob's promiſe, that 
« whatever acquifitions ſhall be obtained from the 
ce iſſue of them, it ſhall be primarily applied to the 
ce diſcharge of the balance actually due from him to 
« the Company.” | 
What your Committee conſider as the third head of 
charge againſt the Begums, is, their hatred to our 
nation, which, it 1s alledged, they carried to ſuch ary 


- 


extreme as to aim at our utter extirpation. 


Your Committee do not find this charge ſupported 


by any ſubſtantial proof: But in this, as in the pre- 
ceding 


* 
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ceding article, the Governor General ſtates his accuſa- 
tion generally, and leayes the India Company to ſearch 

for the particulars in the numerous affidavits he has 
tranſmitted for that purpoſe : On thoſe affidavits your 


Committee have already made ſome obſervations ; in 


which it appears that the Begums could not entertain 
the leaſt hope of ſucceſs from any junction of their 
intereſt with the Zemindar of Benares: For had they 
been really diſpoſed to aim at our utter extirpation 
from India, our power was too well eſtabliſhed in that 
quarter to he ſhaken by any meaſures which could be 
planned, adopted, or executed by helpleſs women 
or intriguing eunuchs ; and the late tranſactions at 
F aizabad are full proof that this opinion is juſtly 
founded. 

With reſpect to the * of pal to our nation, 
it appears to your Committee, that even were this to 
be admitted as a fact, yet, conſidering it unconnected 
with any other charge, it could not poſſibly have 
warranted the meaſures which have been p 7 

againſt them. 

But your Committee cannot diſcover, except from 
the common reports which are mentioned in the ath- 
| davits, the leaſt trace of enmity to our nation prior to 
| the order for ſeizing the Begums eſtates; and even 
after that order was "a into execution, the Refi- 
dent's letters do not convey any intelligence of their 
being inimical to our nation; though he ſays, indeed, 
that troops were raiſed by their directions, as it ſhould 
appear, to reſiſt the Nabob's orders. Nor does it 
ſeem a proof of deadly hatred, or of a fixed, ſteady . 
and determinate plan, formed for our utter extirpation, 
| that on the appearance of a fi 18e regiment of Sepoys all 4 


722 tion roſes 
It 


| 
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It would not have been a matter of ſurprize to your 
Committee, if in this inveſtigation the Begums had ap- 
peared inimical to our nation; for, conſidering the 
rank and characters of theſe women, the ſtile and 
manner in which they lived in the days of the former 
Vizier, Sujah Dowlah, totally independent of all con- 
troul from the Engliſn Government, and comparing 
their then ſituation to the nuſerable and dependent 
ſtate to which they have been ſince reduced, and that 
too by the improper exertion of Britiſh power and in- 


fluence, it is to be feared, that they do now entertain 


(whatever might have been their former opinions) 


ſentiments of rooted animoſity againſt the authors of 
their diſgace and misfortunes. 


It remains with this Houſe to decide, whether the 
plea of diſtreſs in the Faſt India Company's affairs 
is an excuſe for thoſe perſons in India who are inveſted 
with the authority of the State, and who have com- 
mitted thoſe acts, ſo derogatory to our national cha- 
racter: But your Committee cannot help obſerving, 
that if this principle was to be admitted, no power nor 
no ſubject in India could be fecure from the violence 


and injuſtice of our Governors in India; they might 
do again, what this Houſe has already declared they 


have done, involve the Company in unneceſſary wars; 


, - . Y 
and upon the failure of internal reſources, they may 


have recourſe, according to the principles and practice 


of the Governor General, to external means for im- 
mediate relief or ſupport in the proſecution of thoſe 
wars, and then plead that diſtreſs which, by their own 


bad policy, they have brought on the Company's affairs, 


as an excuſe for © adopting extraordinary means, and 


cxceuting them With a ſtrong hand, to ſave the 
00 . 


— 8 1 
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« Company's intereſts from ſinking under the ac- 
< cumulated weight which oppreſſes them! 7 {41*" 

The Governor General, in his Narrative, ſtates it 
poſſible, that a ſuſpicion might ariſe that he was in- 
flmnenced, in his proceedings againſt Cheyt Sing, the 


Rajah of Benares, by a ſecret and. mercenary intereſt. 


Your Corhmittee, on this point, have no documents g 
before them on which they can ground an obſervation: 
But in the tranſactions with the Vizier they have docu⸗ 
ments, wW which it it is: their duty to ſtate n Houſe; 
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On the ES January 10 the Govertior Be- 
neral writes fam. Patna to _ CR of Dunn the 
en mes $77. 214] 

| 7 of While he Nabob Vinles was at 1— an offer 
. vas made to me, both on his part and om that of 

4e his Miniſters, as a preſent—T accepted it without 

| - « heſitation, and gladly, being entirely deſtitute both 

& of means and credit, whether for your ſervice, or 

< the relief of my own neceſſities. This Yonation 

« was not made in ſpecie, but in bills, which have 

- been in part only, and tardily realized, being drawn 

c on the Houſe of Gopal Doſs, who was at the time 

« 2 priſoner in the hands of Cheyt Sing.— The re- 

*© mainder is in courſe of payment, and I make no 

doubt of its being paid. What I have received has 

4 been laid out on the public ſervice : The reſt ſhall 

ee be applied to the ſame account. The nominal ſum 

ce is ten lacks of rupees, of the currency of Oude. 

« As ſoon as the whole is completed, I will tranſmit 

« to you a faithful account of it, [reſigning the diſ- 

« poſal of it entirely to the pleaſure of your honourable 

1e Court. : If vou ſhall adjudge the depoſit to me, I 

« ſhall conſider i it as the moſt honourable approbation 
te and reward of my labours ; and I wiſh to owe my 
4 fortune to your bounty. 

« I am now in the fiftieth year of my life; I have 
ce paſſed thirty-one years in the ſervice of the Com- 
ce pany, and the greateſt part of that time in employ- 
ee ments of the higheſt truſt. My conſcience allows 
* me boldly to claim the merit of zeal and integrity ; ; 
&© nor has fortune been unpropitious to their exertions. 
* 19 theſe qualities I found my pretenſions. I ſhall 

cc * 


On 2 
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my vas WY Www 


Go ES. ARE owe 
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and elevation of the office which I now poſſeſs, to 


4 


” — 


—— — a. 


7 not t. repine if you a ſhall _—_ bs of. my ths 705 
« vices ; nor ought your decifion, however it diſap- 
« points my hope of a retreat adequate to conſequence. 


<« leſſen my gratitude for having been ſo long per- 
*. mitted to hold it; ſince it has at laſt enabled me to 
« lay up a proviſion with which 1 can be content in a 
gon more humble ſtation. % % i beg.. 1 
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Your Committee an obſerve, that there are ſome 
very extraordinary Circu 'mſtances which attend this 
tranſuktion lf. „ 

The Vizier took leave of the Governor General the 
25th. of September; but the date of this letter to the 
Company is near four months after his departure, and 
only eight days aſter the Engliſh Reſident had, by a 
military. force, taken en poſſeſſion of the Begum's eng] 
and treaſure. ES 

In a matter of this nature, geh relating to the 
Governor General's private intereſt, and in breach of a 
poſitive Act of Parliament, he ought to have been 
peculiarly attentive that the firſt conveyance ſhould 
have appriſed the Council General at Calcutta of his 
proceedings, that thoſe proceedings might have been 
recorded on their conſultations, and tranſmitted to the 
Eaſt India Company by the firſt diſpatch : but fo far 
from obſerving this line of conduct, your Committee 
do not find that any entry whatever is made of | it in 
the Company's Journals abroad; neither is it made a 
| ſubject of their general letter to the Company ; ; but the 
Governor General gives them information of this pre- 
ſent in a ſeparate letter from himſelf, addreſſed to the 
Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, and not 

tranſmitted to them by the uſual channel, but delivered 
to them by Major Scott, his agent. 

When your Committee found that preſents ta ſuch 
an amount had been made, they thought it fit to ex- 
amine into the ability and free will of the donor; ; and 
for that purpoſe they peruſed the letters of the Nabob 
of Oude to the Governor General, wrote in 177 9, 


. (Appendix, No. 7,) wherein he ſtates, c« That for 


« three years paſt, from the great expence of brigades 
by and battalions under the charge of Engliſh gentle- 
2 1 5 « men, 


may 7 
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« men, he has been reduced to ſuch diſtreſs, that his 
< own private affgirs in the Dooab (or country be- 
64 tween the Ganges and Jumna) were gone to ruin, 
« and were come to ſuch a ſtate, that the women of, 
ce the Jate Nabob, his Father, whom he conſidered as, 
ct his Mothers, * to whom, with their children, he, 
cc had granted only the fourth part of their former ap- 
cc pointments, had received nothing for two Vears, 
and were almoſt famiſhed.” After ſtating, his in- 
ili to pay his debts, and having patiently ſubmitted, 
to all his afflictions, he hopes that they would be made, 
known to the Council from ſome other quarter. He 
adds, that he has now no other remedy, as, from the. 
encreaſe of his expences, the country has been put to a 
rack rent, balances have every year” remained, and the | 
C untry, is near going t to ruin. And he concludes this 
remarkable letter with theſe words: 3 As 1 neither 
« am, nor ever. was, deficient, as far as my income, 
4e country, and very life would go, in my endeayours, 
cc to give a fatisfaction to the Company, to you, and 
10 the Gentlemen of the Council, it ĩs therefore equally , 
K. incumbent on the Gentlemen to do Juſtice, in this 
FE matter, and remove the afflictions from me, that 1 
v may not be diſtreſſed for the ſupport o GK un. 
- avoidable expences.” 1 ' 5 8 
And even ſo late as June 178 I, 98 one moach 4 
before the. Governor General left Calcutta to proceed 
to Benares, your Committee obſerve, that the Vizier | 
has thus deſcribed the wretched ſtate of his finances, | 
in a letter addrefſed to Mr. Middleton: „ L 
From what has paſſed and 3 1 apprehend 
that you have not fully explained all the paftjculens 
4. f my ſituation to the Nabob, and the Gentlemen ; 
12 of the Council. am. reduced to ſuch a ſtate, that, 
. | 4 - * 
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14 from the greatneſs 4 my diſtreſſes, and the ſmall- 
« neſs of my reſources,” Jam unable to take care of 
« my family; and, notwithſtanding this, orders come 
« from thence for new battalions to be raiſed. It is 
* incumbent on your friendſhip. to me, and piety to. 
the Almighty, to write in a proper manner all the 
* particulars of my fituation to the Nabob, and the 
« Gentlemen of the Council, that, when they ſhall 
ac have diſcovered my diſtreſſes, they may take com- 
tt paſſion on my condition, and excuſe me from theſe 
4 additional difficulties, and that I may thus be re- 
* ftored to eaſe, and may be no * diſtreſſed for 
my neceſſary expences.” | 
And on the iſt May 1781 your 8 ob- 
ſerve the Governor General ſtates, that the Province 
of Oude had fallen into a ſtate of great diſorder and 
confuſion, and that its reſources had in an extra- 
ordinary degree diminiſhed ; and therefore propoſed to 
viſit the Province of Oude, in hopes that from a 
minute and perſonal obſervation of the circumſtances 
of that country, the ſyſtem of management which has 5 
been adopted, and of the characters an and conduct of 
the perſons employed, he might poſſibly be able to 


concert and eſtabiiſh ſome plan, by which the Pro-, 


vince of Oude may in time be reſtored to its former 
ſtare of affluence, good order, and propriety. | 
Four Committee will add the Governor General's 
bn opinion of the Vizier's ſituation. on 
. Phe' treaty which was concluded with the Nabob : 
: 8 Dowlah placed him on the moſt reſpectable 
ſooting, as the Sovereign of an independent State, 
and left all his rights untouched, with a proviſion 
ſor their ſecurity againſt all eventual encroachments 


upon them; and the duration of his alliance de- 
| 7 3 P ende d 
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« pended yet. more upon the reciprocal, an * ual 
« advantages which it held out to both parties, than 
“ on the formality of a written compact. This treaty 
ce was broken at his death, and a new one, conſtructed 


e on far different principles, was made with his Son - 


« and ſucceſſor, by which the latter eventually and © 
ce neceſſarily became a vaſſal of the Company, and their 
« intereſt bound by ſuch ſtrong and intricate ties, as 
“ muſt render it dangerous at any time to ſeparate 
10 them, and fatal to both at ſuch A time as this,” 75 
Your Committee have already ſtated, that * 
Council General of Calcutta declare to the Company, 
thar ce the neceſſities of the Vizier's Government re- 
« quiring extraordinary aid, he (the Vizier) reſolved 
to take this occaſion of depriving. the Begums of 
« their extenſive jaghires.“ i 
Tour Committee beg leave particularly + to call the, 
attention of the Houſe to "this, point—When g the, Go. 
vernor General gives his immediate acquieſcence. to 
the Vizier, for the indiſcriminate reſumption, of all. 
jaghires (ſtipulating only for the net amount to be 
paid to thoſe who were guaranteed by the Company) 
and when the exigencies of the State were ſo preſſing. 
as to require extraordinary aid, and in conſequence 
extraordinary meaſures were adopted to obtain that 
aid; and whilſt the Vizicr v was indebred to the Engliſh | ; 
Company in ſeventy-five lacks f rupees (to. obtain 
payment of which was one of the. declared objects of 
| his interview with the Vizier) ; it appears à ;moſt ex 
traordinary proceeding, to your Committee, that this 
ſhould be the preciſe time for the Governor Genetal to 
diſobey an Act of Parliament, which. politively forbids... 
him to Accept any y preſent ems £7 3 y or in- 1 | 
directly. 
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diteckly, by accepting a preſent of ten lacks of rupees 


from the Vizier and his Miniſters. 
The Governor General ſtates, that the offer was 


made to him, both on the part of the Nabob and that 


of his Miniſters. 
Your Committee muſt hee the Houſe to fo . 


vernor General's letter of inſtructions to the Engliſh 


Reſident at Lucknow, dated the 2 3d of September, 
nearly the period when he received this preſent. It 
has already been ſhewn, that thoſe inſtructions de- 
prived the Nabob of all power in his own dominions, 
and even limited his own perſonal expences; the re- 
mainder of his revenue was put under the ſole manage- 
ment and controul of the Nabob's Miniſter, with the 
concurrence of the Reſident. 8 

It appears to your Committee, that this gift w was 
made by a Prince who was actually deprived of the 


power to be generous, to him who had thus deprived 
him of that power; that it was given by thoſe Mi- 


niſters who were authorized to controul the acts of 
their Sovereign, to him whoſe influence and authority 


- protected them in the poſſeſſion of their high pes 


and dignities. | 

And in order to ſhew the Houſe the effect of the 
probibitory law which became of force in 1774, your 
Committee will here inſert extracts from the Governor 


| General's letter of the 31ſt of Auguſt 1774, to Co- 


lonel Champion, at that time Commander in Chief in l 


Bengal. It will be juſt neceſſary to premiſe, that in, 


the Pezichintg of that year, the Vizier Sujah Dowlah 
having conquered the Rohilla country by the opera- 
W tions of the Britiſh army, and being deſirous to teſtify 
his gratitude to the Commander in Chief, and to that 
army, he made them a preſent of ten lacks of rupees. 


Colonel 
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Colonel Champion would not, nor indeed could he, 
permit the army to receive this donation for paſt ſer- 
vices, without the permiſſion of the Governor and 
Council of Calcutta, and the Governor and Council 
conſented to give their ſanction to the Vizier's dona- 
tion, and to impower the troops to receive it ; but, on 
conſulting the new Act of Parliament, the Governor 
General ſays, I was much diſappointed, and ſorry to 
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find, that our intentions were entirely defeated by a 
clauſe in the Act, to be in force after the 1ſt of 
Auguſt 1774, which deprives us of the power to 
grant, and expreſsly prohibits the army to receive, 
the Nabob's intended donation. Agreeable to the 


poſitive ſenſe of this clauſe, notwithſtanding it is 


expreſſed individually, there is not a doubt but that 


the army is included, with all other perſons, in the 


prohibition of receiving preſents and donations ; a 
confirmation of which 1s, that by the clauſe of excep- 
tions, counſellors at law, phyſicians, ſurgeons, and 


chaplains, are permitted to receive the fees annexed to 


their profeſſions, but no mention whatever is made of 
any latitude given to the army, or any eircumſtances 
wherein it would be allowable for them to receive 
preſents. This unlucky diſcovery of an excluſion 
by an Act of Parliament, which admits of ub abate- 


nent or evaſion wherever its authority extends, renders 


a reviſal of our proceedings neceſſary, and leaves no 
option to our deciſion. It is not like the ordinances 
of the Court of Directors, where a fayourable con- 
ſtruction may be put, and ſome room is left for the 
interpoſition of the authority veſted in ourſelves; 


but poſitive and deciſive, admitting neither of refine- 


ment or miſconſtruction. T ſhould be happy if, in this 


inſtance, a method could be deviſed 7 ſetting the A# 
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ce gde, which I ſhould moſt willingly embrace; but in 
« my opinion, an oppoſition would be to incur the 
de penalty.” | 8 
This was the opinion of the Governor General, Mr, 
Haſtings, of the force of that act in 1774 and here it is 
proper to remark, that ſuch reverence was then thought 
due to an act of parliament, and fo rigidly was it then 
obſerved, that i it operated in this caſe as an ex poſt fatto 
Jaw. The preſent was made to the army in May or June; 
but the Governor and Council's conſent had not been 
given for the acceptance of it before the firſt of Auguſt, 
the day on which the new law was to take effect; ſo that . 
although the preſent | had been made ſome months bee * 9 
fore the time fixed for the operation of the law, yet it 
was deemed more ' conſiſtent with the letter of the law, 
to deprive the army of their reward for great, impor- 
tant, and ſucceſsſul ſervices, which they had rendered 
to the Vizier, than infringe or evade this new Act of 
Parliament. 
| The reaſon aſſigned by the Governor General, for 
his acceptance of this preſent, is worthy of ob/ervgtion: 
ct accepted it without heſitation, and gladly, being 
entirely deſtitute? both of means and credit, whether 
c for Jour. ſervice, or the relief of my neceſſities. This 
* donation was not made i in ſpecie, but in bills, which 
de have been! in part only, and tardily realized, being 
« drawn on the houſe of Gopaul Doſs, who was at 
te that time a priſoner i in the hands af Cheyt Sing.” 
Your Committee will examine how far the ence 
of this preſent, contrary to a poſitive Act of Parliament, 
did actually operate to the relief of the public ſervice. 
It appears by the Governor General's Narrative, that 
he was in diſtreſs for money for the public ſervice, fro: n 


the 20th Auguſt, when he retreated from Benares to 
Chunar 
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Chunar, until the I 3th September, when Major Ro- 
berts arrived with his regiment from Lucknow, and | 


brought 1,00,000 rupees in ſilver, and a few days afters | 
wards, a further ſupply of 50,000 rupees was received 


from the Nabob's office at Allahabad. 

The Governor General ſtates, that this money was 
immediately diſtributed amongſt all the troops, in 
equal ꝓroportions; and by ſatisfying their wants, faci- 
litated Major Pophamꝰ s preparations for the © commence- 
ment of active operations. 

The Vizier and the Governor General met on the 


_ 11th September; they ſeparated on the 25th. It is 


not ſtated on what day this preſent was made; but the 
Governor General's letter mentions that it was in bills 


drawn upon a banker, at that period a prifoner with the 
enemy. His letter is dated four months after it was 


given; and it is then ſtated, that theſe bills were in 


part only, and tardily realized. 
No diſtribution is ſtated to have been made to the 


army of any part of the Vizier's preſent to the Gover- 
nor General. Your Committee conclude from this, 


and from the delay in realizing it, that no payments 


were immediately made from that fund to the army. 
The Governor General has done juſtice to the good be- 
haviour of the Seapoys, by declaring, that © diſtreſſed 


« as they had been for money, they never manifeſted 
« the leaſt ſymptom of diſcontent.” * 

It appears by the Supplement to the Second Report, 
that our troops took the field the 15th September, and 
that Cheyt Sing's forces had been ſo completely de- 


feated at Lora and Pateetah, that the Governor Gene- 
ral ſtates the allegiance of the whole country reſtored as 


compleatly, | in the courſe of a few hours, irom a ſtate of 
M2 * | univerſal 
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yniverſal revolt to its Proper channel, as if it hat 


never departed from it. 
It appears that Major Balfour, on the 23d Septem— 
ber, had regained poſſeſſion of Benares, which is one of 
the maſt dopulent Cities of the Eaſt; and the Gover- 
nor General returned to his old quaxzters there on the 
2th. 
From the time we again recovered the poſſeflion of 
this city, all immediate difficulties concerning money 
ceaſed. The Governor General fays, when I returned 
< to Benares, Beneram Pundit renewed the ſame ten- 
b der; and although my diſtreſs for money was not 
* then equal in any degree to that which had before 
ec prompted him to make it, I agreed to accept it; 
« willing to furniſh an incontrovertible proof of his ſin- 
te cerity in the firſt offer.” Accordingly he received 
1,00,000 rupees from him, and granted a note for the 
amount (in the name of the Company.) This ſum 
bad been offered as a Loan, immediately on the Go- 
vernor General's retreat to Chunar; but fafe means 
could not be found to convey this money from that 
City, then under the enemy's command. It appears, 
that in the beginning of October, the communication 
was open to Patna; and ſupplies of money, if necef- 
fry, might have been ſent, undet a proper eſcort, _ 
the Bahar Province to Benares. 
On the arrival of the Nabob Vizier and his Miniſter 
Hyder Beg at Chunar, the Governor General had good 
ground to require their immediate pecuniary aſſiſtance ; 
for it appears, that the Vizier was then indebted to the 
Company upwards of 7 50,000]. and it does not appear 
to your: Committee, that the Vizier or his Miniſter did 
at this period diſcharge any part of this enormous debt; 


1 « the adjuſtment of the mutual concerns ſub- 
cc "NOS 
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er ſiſting between him (the Vizier) and the Company, 
« and authority to enforce the ſame,” formed a my of 
the Governor Generals inſtructions. 
And here your Committee muſt remark, * they 
cannot ſee the propriety of his introducing this giſt to 
the notice of the Company, as fixed to this particular 
period; for if the Governor General was deſtitute both 
of means and credit for the public ſervice, or the relief 
of his own neceſſities, this gift did not, nor could not 
produce inſtant relief from an immediate preſſure, as it 
was made in bills drawn on a banker at that period a 
priſoner with the enemy. Four months after the pre- 
ſent was made, it appears to have been only in part, 
and tardily realized. Poſſibly before the gift was made, 
but certainly within ten days after, we were in poſſeſ- 
ſion of Benares, where ample ſupplies for ſo ſmall a de- 
tachment might have been obtained. But even if tho 
money had been actually received at the time when it 
might have been of the moſt ſervice, your Committer 
conceive it will not require any great force of reaſoning 
to prove, that whatever payments were made by the 
Vizier to the Governor General, on account of his debt 
to the Company, would have operated to the relief of 
the public ſervice, at leaſt as effectually as by a preſent 
made to Mr. Haſtings. 
The Governor General has ſtated, „What I have 
„ receiyed has been laid out in the public ſerviee; 
cc the reſt ſhall be applied to the fame account.“ 
Your Committee obſerve, that the preſent was made 
betwixt the 11th and 25th September 1781 ; the lateſt 
advices from Bengal are in April 1782; to that period, 
no record appears at the India-Houfe, by which credit 
has been given to the Company for any part of it, nor 


any account to have been tranſmitted to the Directors 
| concerning 
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concerning it. They will add, that the eftimate of the 
probable receipts in Bengal, from March 1782 to Fe- 
bruary 1783, is before your Committee, and entered in 
the Appendix No. 9; but neither the whole ſum, nor 
any part of it, is included in that eſtimate. 

'Your Committee muſt remark, that-the regula fg 

Act of the 13th George IIId. which prohibits the ſer- 
vants of the Company from receiving preſents {from In- 
dian Princes, their agents, or natives of Aſia, does not 
grant any power to the India Company to diſpenſe with 
that prohibition. The acceptance therefore of preſents, 
with a reference to the Court of Directors for their ap- 
probation, cannot make that acceptance Jeſs illegal, as 
the conſent of the Dirrczorg would be no ane of 
the act. 2 1 8 | 
Your committee eren it a. to examine 
what has been the conduct of the Directors, upon this 
reference to them. Their inſtructions to Bengal, of 
the 1 _ January 3s 35 are as follow : 8 2 


Extract of the Company! General Letter to Bengel; ; 
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dated the 15t2 January 1783. 


« Par 54. We have received a letter from our Go- | 


vernor General, dated Patna, 20th January 1782, 
_ repreſenting, That while the Nabob Vizier was at 
« Chunar, an offer of a very conſiderable ſum of 


money was made to him, both on the part of the Na- 
bab and on that of his Miniſters, as a preſent ; which 
he acgepted without heſitation, being entirely deſti- 
tute both of means and credit, whether for our 
ſeryice or the relief of his own neceſſities, The no- 


* minal ſum ſaid to be received, and in courſe of pay- 


ment, amounts, as the Governor General has inform- 


ed us, to ten lacks of rupees, of the currency of 


Oude. It is further ſtated, that what has been already 
received, has been laid out on the public ſervice, 
and that the reſt is to be applied to the ſame ac- 


count; and that as ſoon as the whole is compleated, 


he will tranſmit to us a faithful account thereof,” 
« The Governor General has ſubmitted to our con- 
ſideration, whether we will adjudge this depoſit to 


him; but as the act of parliament, by which the 


Governor General and Council were appointed, di- 
rects, © Fhat the ſalaries to be allowed to the ſaid 
Governor General and Council, as therein men- 
tioned, ſhall be in lieu of all fees of office, perqui- 
ſites, emoluments, and advantages whatſoever; and 
that no fees of office, perquiſites, emoluments, or 
advantages whatſozver, ſhall be accepted, received, 
or taken, by ſuch Governor General and Council, or 
any Of them, in any manner, or on any account or 

<* pretence 


— 
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* pretence whatſoever :” And the ſame act further di- 
rects, That no Governor General, or any of the 
& Council, ſhall, directly or indirectly, accept, receive, 
ec or take, of or from any perſonor perſons, in any man- 
tc ner, or on any account whatſoever, any preſent, gift, 
< donation, gratuity or reward, pecuniary or otherwiſe, 
ce or any promiſe or engagement for any preſent, gift, 
e donation, gratuity, or reward :** We cannot, were 
& we ſo inclined, decree the amount of this preſent to 
© the Governor General. And as jt further enacted, 
c That any ſuch preſent, gift, gratuity, donation, or 
e reward, accepted, taken, or received, ſhall bg deem- 


.*« ed and conſtructed to have been received to and for 


& the uſe of the Company, we approve of the inten- 
< tions of the Governor General, to appropriate the 
e whole of this ſum to the public ſervice ; and direct, 
* that he do ſtrictly abide by the Act of Parliament in 
* this caſe made and provided.” 


It 
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It appears that the Directors received advice, on the 
25th July 1782, that the Vizier and his Miniſters had 
made this preſent of ten lacks of rupees to the Gover- 
nor General, and of his acceptance of the offer. They 
knew a part of it had been received, and that the whole 
was in the courſe of payment; and the firſt order which 
they ſend to India is the 15th January 1783, to take 
this preſent for the uſe of the Company. 

It is now near twelve months ſince they received the 
intelligence; and no further orders are ſent on this ſub- 
Jeet. 
Tour 3 muſt obſerve, that hh WN 
are made to the Court of Directors, of caſes in which 
the violation of public faith, or the oppreſſion of indi- 
viduals, are clear beyond contradiction; ; yet if the Com- 
pany is to be a conſiderable gainer by the tranſaction, the 

intereſt of their conſtituents, the Proprietors of India 
| Stock, and perhaps their own particular views to ſecure 
an intereſt amongſt thoſe Proprietors for their future 
re- election, have been too apt to bias the opinion of 
the Directors, where, i in juſtice, they ought to have de- 
cided againſt any immediate advantage Jeng derived - 
to the Company. 
And your Committee conceive the A on, and 
the application of, the preſent made by the Vizier to 
Mr. Haſtings, is a direct proof in point; and if the re- 
duced ſtate of the Vizier's finances, with the increaſed 
demands of the Company on him, be taken into con- 
ſideration, your Committee cannot but report that ſuch 
an order appears to them very unjuſt. | 

The Governor General, in caſe of the Rohilla prize 
money, has given a decided opinion of that clauſe of 
the act which prohibits the receiving of preſents ; he 
ſays « jt admits of no abatement or evaſion wherever | 
N _—_— its 
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its authority extends, but that it is poſitive and des 
ce Ciſive, admitting neither of refinement or miſcon- 
« ſtruction.“ With ſuch clear ideas on this ſubject, 
your Committee are ſurprized, that the firſt officer of 
government, fo remote from the feat of empire, ſhould, 
in his own act and for his own peculiar emolument, ſet 
ſuch an example of diſobedience to the laws of his coun- 
try. When theſe facts become known in India, it is to bg 
feared, that the ſervants of the Company will be inclined 
to leſſen their reverence and reſpect to thoſe acts of 
parliament which were made to reſtrain them in the pur- 
ſuit of wealth ; and that they will be apt to reconcile 
to their own minds, any deviation from ſtrict obedience, 
by quoting the example of the Governor General, as a 
rule by which they may guide their own conduct. | 
Major Fairfax was particularly recommended by the 
Governor General to the Court of Directors, as an in- 
telligent officer, who could give them information con 
cerning the commotions in the upper provinces; : he 
was therefore called before your Committee, and the 
evidence he has given will be found in the Appendix; 
but your Committee muſt remark, that his evidence of 
the execution of the two Eunuchs, Jewhar and Bahar 
Ally Cawn, is totally without foundation ; as by Mr. 
Middleton's letter of the 3d February 1782, it appears 
that theſe two Eunuchs, inſtead of being executed for 
high treaſon, are ſtill in being, and of fo much conſe- 
quence as to be ficcepted by the Engliſh Reſident as 
ſecurity for the payment of à bond granted by the 
Nabob to the Company for the pay ment of ere of 
125, 00l. CEN 
'Your Committee fave entered in the Appehdix 30 
| this Report, the reſolution of the Council General, of 


the 3d of Jaly; which * a N to the G overnor 
Gen: Ht 


1 
General ts iſſue what orders he ſhall think proper to 
the troops ſtationed beyond the provinces, as well as in 
the dominions of the Nabob Vizier; and that his fingle- 
authority ſhall be conſidered and received as of the 
ſame force as that of the Governor General and Coun- 
cil collectively, until that reſolution ſhould be revoked. 
Orders in conſequence were, communicated to the 
Commander in Chief in Bengal; to be publiſhed by 
him in general orders to the army. 

To enable the Houſe to form a - whether | 
the Council General could grant ſuch authority t the 
Governor General, your Committee have entered the 
articles of the inſtructions ſent by the Court of Direc- 
tors to Bengal in the year 1774 and 1778; when the 
line was drawn and fixed; and which deſcribed the ex- 
tent of the military power of the Governor Generalz and 
the Commander in Chief of the force: — 

By theſe inſtructions it appears; that tlie Governor 
aa was poſitively reſtrained from tlie exerciſe of 
any military power whatſdever, beyond the garri iſon and 
fortreſs of Fort William; ſo that the delegation and 
exerciſe of all military power and authority beyond the 
limits ſo deſcribed, was a direct and poſitive diſobe- 
dience of the orders of the Court of Directors. 

Diſobedience of orders, on a point, ſo delicate and 
important as that of wreſting the military command 
from the official military officer, who was inveſted with 
that authority by the orders of the Directors: might 
have been productive of conſequences extremely pre- 
judicial to the public ſervice; if the Commander in 
Chief had aſſerted the right inveſted in himſelf, a con- 
tention for executive power might probably haye been 
the conſequence, and the army; which in India is ſo 
| peculiarly conſtituted, as to require not only exact dif- 
N 2 : W 
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cipline, but the moſt perfect ſubordination, in order to- 
- Inſure obedience, muſt have ultimately decided where 
that obedlience was due that is, whether the obedience 


requited by martial law to the Commander in Chief. 


could be taken from him, and transferred to the Go- 
vernor General, who not bearing a military commiſſion 
| (unleſs that of Governor of Fort William is ſo conſider- 
ed) of courſe was not ſubject to martial law? 

And here your Committee muſt remark, that if the 
GovernorGeneral and Council could inveſt the Governor 
General. with a power to exact obedience to his orders 
by all the troops beyond the province, the Commander 
in-Chief became a 'mere cypher ; for the ſame power: 
which delegated this authority to the Governor, might, 
if they thought proper, equally delegate it to a Member 
of the Council, or to any other civil ſervant of the 
eee 8 

It appears that Brigadier General Stibbert then com- 
manded in chief in Bengal, but Lieutenant General Sir 
Eyre Coote was the Commander in Chief in India. In- 
his letter to the Court of Directors, of the 29th January 
1782, and entered in a former Report, it is ſtated,. 
© That he could not avoid remarking on the late ex- 
es curſion of the Governor General to the upper pro- 

& vinces of Bengal; and on the more extraordinar 
&« and unaccountable meaſure of appointing himſelf 
„ Commander in Chief of the army; and how he had 
& conducted himſelf in that capacity, would Vecome 
«known: to them by the accounts from Bengal. * 

And your Committee obſerve, chat in Sir Eyre 
Coote's letter to the Governor General and Council, 
of the iſt March 178 1, he complains of other encroach- 
ments made by the Governor General and Council 
Ro his authority as Commander in Chief of the 

forces, 
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forces. Theſe repreſentations are made in ſtrong terms; 
he ſays, © I muſt, in juſtice to my own character as a 
c ſoldier, and in ſupport of thoſe rights inſeparable 
cc from the ſtation I fill, declare ſuch a proceeding as 
being highly injurious to both; and, as I humbly 
« conceive, aſſuming a privilege to yourſelves in mi- 
e litary detail, which you cannot on "my good _m— 
« be vindicated in aſſerting.” . 

In another part of the ſame letter, he fays, c the 
« News-papers are replete with promotions and new 
« arrangements in the military on the Bengal eſtabliſh- 
« ment, of which I am by appointment the immediate 

Commander in Chief. I need not define how far 
my powers rendered a reference for my approbation,, 
« if not my expreſs ſanction, neceſſary to fuch inno- 
* vation; nevertheleſs they have been framed, ap- 
<< proved, and executed without beir g thus qualified, 
are now in force without the leaſt public report having 
e been made me of them. I proteſt againſt the whole 
< as irregular, unmilitary, and burthening the Ho- 
< nourable Company with an enormous additional 
* expence, which I am clearly fatisfied there was no 
« neceflity for incurring ; and much leſs, at ke time when 
* the Company's funds can fo ill afford it.” 3 

Your Committee have inferted in the Appendix, ſur- 
ther extracts from the letter before mentioned, as it 
will convey to the Houſe the ſenſe entertained by his 
Majeſty's Commander in Chief in India of the impro-— 
per aſſumption of military power by the S Ge- 
neral and My” of Bengal. 

Since this Report was framed, the Company have 
received advices from Bengal down to December 1782. 
The Governor General has adviſed the Pirectors of 


the full receipt of the ten lacks of Ns from the 
Vizier; 


. [94] 


Vizier ; and that he has added ſuch other ſums as oP 
occaſionally been converted to the Company's property 
through his means, and in n conſequence of the like ori- 
ginal deſtination. | | . 
The Governor General ſays, 7 As. to hs manner 
in which theſe ſums have been expended, the refe- 
ac rences which he has made of it, in an accompanying 
cc account, to the ſeveral accounts in which they are 
cc credited, renders: any other ſpecification of it unne- 
ac ceſſary; beſides. that thoſe accounts either have, or 
cc will have, received a much ſtronger authentication 
ec than any which he could give to his (accounts). 
It is the intention of your Committee, in their next 
Report, to lay before the Houle the Governor Generals 
letters to the Court of Directors, on this ſubject of 
preſents; as alſo a copy of the account referred to, to- 
gether with the obſervations of your: Committee u pou 
thoſe letters and the account. . 
The Council General of Bengal. held e 
upon the Governor General's agreement with the Vizier 
at Benares, and upon the meaſures purſued in conſe- 
quence. The obſervations of your Committee on thoſe 
proceedings will be inſerted in a future Report. 


EAST INDIA AAIRS. 


New Publications „ for J. Drynxrrt 
oppoſite Burlington: Houſe, Piccadilly. 


RTICLES of Charge of HIGH CRIMES. 
and MISPEMEANORS, againſt WARREN 
HASTINGS, Eſq. late Governor General of Bengal; 
preſented to the Houſe of Commons in 1786, by the 
Right Hen. Epmuxp Burke. Second Edition. 5 

MrnuTEs of what was OFFERED by WARREN. 
HasTiNGs, Efq. late Governor General of Bengal, at 
the Bar of the Houſe of Commons, upon the matter of . 
Charge of High Crimes and Miſſemeanors, preſented 

againit him in 1786. Second Edition, | 

MixUTEs of the EVIDENCE taken before a Committee 
of the whole Houſe of Commons, on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Miidemeanors, preſented to 
the Houſe againſt WARREN HASTINGS, Eſq. late Go- 

ernor General of Bengal.— Ce ntaining the Pridence of 
Sir Robert Barker, Colonel Champion, Major Marſack, 
Captain Jacques, Majors Balfour, Gardner, and Gilp' n, 
Mr, Middlet-n,. and Captain Wilijams ; wich the ſeveral 
Papers which were read. 

* The above intereſting Publications being, all 
vniformly printed i in Sro, may be had, complete, in one 
Volume, price 158. balf bound and lettered. 

Mr. HasTinGs's NARRATIVE of the INSURRECTION 
at BENARES; with an Appendix of Authentic Papers 
and Afidavits, elegantly printed in Quarto. 

Copy of a LerTER from W ARREN HasTINGs, Efq. 
to the Court of Directors, relative to their Cenſure on 
his Conduct at BxxakTSs»HJ; and alſo the AxswEE of the 
Court of D rectots thereto ; preſented to the Houſe of 
p Commons, upon the 2d day of March, 1786. 

To which is added, | 
Mr. HasTixgs's LETTER to WILLIAM DevayNes, | 

Efq. Chairman of the India Company, from Cheltenham, . 
July 11, 1785; on the ſubj ct of Mane privately re- 
cei\ ed. Price 18. 6d. 

A LETTER from WARREN Harn Eſg. to the 
Court of Directors of che Eaſt-India Company, dated 
fiom Lucknow, April 30, with a poſtſcript, dated May 
13,1784. Price 18. d. 

Obſ-rvations on the Commutation Project, by Tho- 
MAS Bar Es Rous, * ſecond edition, wich an Appen- 
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* "TRANSACTIONS in IN DIA, from the commencement 


of the French War in 17 56, to the concluſion of the late 
Peace in 1783. Containing a HisToRy of the BRITISH 
INTER ers in Ix pos r Ax, during the period of -/ near. 
thirty years; diſtinguiſhed by two wars with France, ſe- 
veral revolutions and treatics of alliance; the acquiſition 
of an extenſive territory, and the adminiſtration of Go- 
vernor HasTInGs. Price 6s in boards, 

SPEECH of GeoRGE DALLas, Eſq. Member of the 
Committee appointed by the Britiſh Inhabitants reſiding 
in Bengal, for the purpoſe of preparing Petitions to his 
Majeſty, and both Houſes of Parliament, praying redreſs 
againft an act of Parliament, &c. as delivered by him at 
2 meeting held at the Theatre, in Calcutta, on the 25th 
of July, 1785. A new edition, with additions, Price 
28. LY RE gnvt% 4.5 ; ö F: 

' PzxocetpinGs of the BRITISH IxHABITA NTS of 


 Mapras, on the ſubject of Mr. Pret*s Eaſt India Bill, 


at à meeting held at the Town-hall of Fort St. George, 
on Monday the 19th gay of September, 1785, in conſe- 
2 of a ſummons, by John Snow, Eſq. Sheriff of 
Madras. | = 
Mr. Francis's SPEECH, in the Houſe ef Commons, 
March 7, 1786. Price 2s 1 
A Collection of the moſt eſteemed EAST INDIA 
Txacrs that were printed from 1780 to 1785, ia ſix 
volumes. Price 21. 28. hal. bound and lettered; h 
The Nix TH ReeonrT from the Select Committee ap- 
pointed to take into conſideration the State of the Ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice in the province of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Oriſſa. Anew edition. Price 3. 
*, The above intereſting REporT contains an ac- 
count of the conduct of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. and of 
Richard Barwell, Eſq. , * © TOES 
The ExEVENTRH REPoRT from the Select Sommittee, 
appointed to take into conſideration the State of the Ada 
miniſtration of Juſtice in the Province of Bengal, Bahar, 
%%% ͤœ᷑ m ĩê„âvb....ĩĩ co. \cy 
ceived and acknowledged by Warren Haſtings, Eſq; - ,- 
Original Minutes of the Governor General and Coun-' 


eil of For WIIIIAM, on the Settlement and. Collec- 


tion of the Revenues of Bengal; with a Plan of Settle= 
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Zre Francrs, Elq. Price 7s. 6d. 775 


Or1cinat PAPERS relative to the Rights and Preten- 


ſions of the Nabob ef Arcot 


| andthe Rajah of Tanjore, 
and to the Demands of Bifi mines 


on the Nabob of 
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„This Report contains an account of the money re- 


ment recommended to the Court of Directors, by PHi- 


